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The BG Journey

OUR MISSION
The MISSION of Bishop Guilfoyle 
Catholic High School is to 
prepare young men and women 
for rewarding and productive 
lives in our global society; 
young men and women of vision 
and passion who are securely 
grounded in Christian spirituality, 
academic proficiency and 
personal accountability.

OUR VISION
The VISION of Bishop Guilfoyle 
Catholic High School is to be an 
integral and perpetual resource 
for our community by providing 
exceptional educational 
experiences that guide and 
inspire students to fully develop 
and share their abilities and 
talents for the good of all God’s 
children.
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The BG Journey

BG: Rising Above
There’s nothing more rewarding than hearing back from recent BG alums that they 

are succeeding in their college careers, and also in their personal lives; that all the 
hard work and investments you as a member of our BG family have put into these stu-
dents are paying off. After all, isn’t that what it’s all about? 
 While we can give our young men and women the finest opportunities during their 
middle school and high school years, it’s after they’ve left the halls of BG that the true 
test comes. How will they compare to their peers in college? What will be their career 
path? How is their personal life – their relationships with their families, spouses and 
God?
 Across the board, when speaking to our alums, the answers to all of the above are 
resoundingly positive, and it’s all because you – the families, the donors, the friends – 
made an investment in their education, but also an investment that lasts their entire life. 
 The BG experience isn’t just those four years of high school. The BG experience for 
many starts in childhood, as our future students watch their older brothers and sisters 
embrace the BG lifestyle. When they’re ready to join the ranks themselves, they’ve al-
ready been steeped in our culture of charity, responsibility and servant leadership. After 
graduation, they go on to do great things at college, in their careers and within their 
communities, and so many look back to BG as one of the primary forces molding them 
into happy and successful parents, and later grandparents. 
 As you peruse the pages of this issue of Purple & Gold, you’ll see just how true it is, 
thanks to donors like you.

Joe Adams, President
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School Day Snapshots

Find more photos on Page 12!
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The Marauders had plenty to celebrate this basketball 
season. But ironically, it was a loss that showed the 

Marauders were true champions. 
 After clinching the District 6 Championship title, the 
boy’s basketball team earned a decisive victory in the state 
playoffs. Spirits were high as they traveled to Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania, to meet perennial basketball powerhouse 
Constitution High School from Philadelphia. It was a tight 
first half, but in the end, the Marauders were overpowered by 
outstanding athletes, and lost by a score of 86-59. The score 
was not the end of this story. 
 While they didn’t win the state championship, the 
Marauders came home with something more important than 
a title. The entire BG team, students and fans made such an 
impression, Constitution High’s coach Moore was moved to 

write a letter that said in part:
 ... “this experience turned out to be more than a game for 
our team. This experience embodied everything that is right 
in this world that we sometimes fail to see.” 
 What the BG side didn’t know at the time is that on the 
bus trip home, the Constitution High team discussed the 
game with Coach Robert Moore. What stood out to them was 
the dignity and character the Marauders demonstrated, even 
in the heat of competition, under pressure to win.
 Players found it remarkable that the BG student section 
cheered without disrespecting the Generals. Coach Moore 
was impressed with the way BG’s Coach Drenning and his 
staff handled themselves during and after the game. The 
team agreed that playing the Marauders was not a typical 
high school basketball experience, especially in state playoffs. 
Often times, negative coaches, fans and players create a poor 
atmosphere, negativity and division. The experience made 
such an impression that Constitution High’s Coach Moore 
took it upon himself to write a letter to BG’s principal and 
athletic director. 
 “I can honestly say that last night was one of the greatest 
experiences in my time as the head basketball coach at 
Constitution High School,” he wrote, noting the positive 
culture of the team, in addition to their toughness, heart, 
character and sportsmanship. 
 Welcome to Bishop Guilfoyle, Coach! We are proud that 
our student-athletes make an impact on and off the court! 
 Congratulations, Marauders, on a great season!  

The Best Kind of Victory
When a loss is not a loss

This experience turned out  
to be more than a game for  

our team,” Moore continued 
in the letter. “This experience 

embodied everything that is  
right in this world that we 

sometimes fail to see.
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March 15, 2018

Dear Principal Donnelly and Athletic Director Cacciotti,

I’m writing this letter on behalf of my myself and the student athletes of Constitution High School. First, we 

would like to congratulate you and your team for a great basketball season that culminated in a league and 

District 6 Championship. Your team is very talented and hopefully we will cross paths again in the future.

More importantly, we would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for the overall experience of the game. You 

may or may not know this, but I have been coaching for 9 seasons. My coaching experience has taken 

me from one end of the state to the other. Over these nine years, I, along with my team, have experienced 

some of the greatest of times and some experiences that we wish we would have never encountered. 

When reflecting on these experiences, I can honestly say that last night was one of the greatest 

experiences in my time as the head basketball coach at Constitution High School.

Overall, we would like to commend you for the work you have done to create such a positive student 

athlete culture at Bishop Guilfoyle. This was evident both on and off the court. Your student athletes 

showed toughness and heart. They truly embodied the PIAA ideals of interscholastic sportsmanship 

and character. Even in defeat, they were gracious and kind. You have a great group of young men who 

represented themselves and your school community in a positive light. That high level of class was also 

evident in your coaching staff, who represented your school with honor. Their dedication to your school 

and the young men on your team was visible throughout the game.

Even the students who attended the game were a striking embodiment of sportsmanship and that did not 

go without notice. Often times, student sections can tend to be unruly and at times inappropriate. Not your 

students! Their section was not far from our bench and they were there to support your students and did 

so in a very positive manner. They even gave compliments to our student athletes. These small things 

did not go unnoticed as I was coaching last night and even became part of a larger conversation on our 

travels home. Our student athletes were very impressed with the level of respect demonstrated by your 

school community. The warm wishes from the fans as we left were genuine and will not be forgotten.

Lastly, one of your parents, I believe the father of Mike Scharf overheard one of my players asking another 

Constitution student for money to get something from the concession stand. Mr. Scharf took it upon 

himself to treat that student and several other students on our team and would only accept a thank you. I 

just wish that I would have heard this before the bus ride home so that I could personally thank him. As I 

stated earlier, we are truly grateful for the experience of the game. But has you can see, this experience 

turned out to be more than a game for our team. This experience embodied everything that is right in this 

world that we sometimes fail to see! Best of luck in the future.

Yours Truly,

Robert Moore

Head Basketball Coach and Athletic Director 

Constitution High School

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA

CONSTITUTION HIGH SCHOOL

18 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106

BRIANNA ROSS

PRINCIPAL

TELEPHONE: (215) 351-7320

FAX: (215)-351-7694
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T here is no shortage of opportunities for our students to get 
involved outside the classroom. Anyone looking to explore 

their talents, interests and abilities — whether in sports, aca-
demic clubs or community service — can get involved in one of 
28 clubs and organizations. In fact, many students are involved 
in a variety of activities. 
 Students Luke Yanoshak, Sarah Zakrzwski and Kenta 
Okada are taking advantage of the vast opportunities BG 
offers.

Love for Athletics Fuels Sports-related 
Community Service
 Luke, a junior, is the second of five siblings who have or 
will attend Bishop Guilfoyle. His family believes in the value 
of Catholic education and is familiar with the school’s repu-
tation of producing successful graduates. Naturally, Luke was 
nervous before his first year, but he knew it would open a lot 
of doors for him, and he was excited by the idea of learning 
more about his faith through his educa-
tion. 
 His instincts were right. Today, he’s 
heavily involved in athletics, including 
football, baseball and Ski Club, but he also 
channels his passion for sports into com-
munity service. On Saturdays during the 
summer, you can find Luke on the base-
ball field helping special needs children 
experience one of the sports he loves. His 
service work is part of The Miracle League, 
an organization that provides opportuni-
ties for children with disabilities to play baseball, regardless of 
their abilities. 
 This spring, Luke is organizing a sports drive at the school 
for gently used sporting equipment, which will be donated to 
the Gloria Gates Memorial Foundation. It is the first year for 
the drive, but Luke is hopeful that students and parents will 
take the opportunity to donate when they start their spring 
cleaning. 
 Beyond his athletic interests, Luke is the vice president of 
his class, a member of the National Honor Society, Spanish 
Club, French Club, Students Against Destructive Decisions 
and peer ministry. He spends additional community service 
hours with the Blair County Youth Leadership Program and 

altar serving. 
 Opting to add a new experience this year, Luke joined 
Drama Club. 
 “Drama was a big change for me because I was so involved 
in sports,” he says. “I always wanted to do it, but I was scared 
to try.” 
 It’s turned out to be a fun and educational experience, 
though, reminding him that it’s important step out of his 
comfort zone sometimes. 
 Like many high school juniors, Luke isn’t certain about  
his future career aspirations, but says the variety of activities 
is helpful. 
 “Exploring new clubs helps me narrow down what my 
interests are and what I like,” Luke says. 
 In addition, he is learning valuable life skills. Luke says 
NHS has taught him to work for his goals and strive for the 
best, football has encouraged cooperation and teamwork and 
Drama Club has reminded him to just have fun. 

Passion with a Purpose
 Luke is in good company with classmates who are all 
striving for the best and looking for what their future holds. 
Among them is fellow junior, Sarah Zakrzwski, who also 
expresses gratitude for such vast offerings. “There’s a lot of 
variety and things you can do to explore your horizons.”

 Sarah is involved in fencing, Drama Club and Scholastic 
Quiz. Outside of school, she rides horses and volunteers 
at the local library, where her hours far exceed the school’s 
annual 25-hour requirement. Last year alone, she logged  
over 100 hours there — mostly over the summer — and she 
plans to continue doing so this year. Sarah also volunteers 
her time at her local church, helping out with the summer 
Vacation Bible School, the church rodeo and the catholic 
elementary school. 
 Sarah knows her extracurricular activities are contrib-
uting to her future success as much as her education. She is 

Luke Yanoshak

Discovering Gifts Outside the Classroom
A wide array of extracurricular opportunities help shape bright futures

There’s a lot of variety and  
things you can do to explore  

your horizons.
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learning to get out of her comfort zone, work cohesively with 
a group and to be a leader. 
 In Scholastic Quiz, Sarah has gained confidence and 
learned to speak up and move forward without dwelling on 
past mistakes — a valuable lesson at any 
age. Horseback riding reminds her how to 
lead and set clear boundaries. Meanwhile, 
Drama Club has taught her that you’re not 
always the main character, but you have to 
show up and work as a group because you 
are contributing to a larger event: Every 
role is important. 
 “I enjoy having new experiences,” Sarah 
says, adding that the extracurriculars sup-
port the school’s effort to develop character 
in students. “You gain different skills and meet people you 
may not otherwise meet.” 
 Sarah also mentioned taking part in a new morning 
prayer group on campus, pointing out that both the teachers 
and the students really care about the school. She believes she 
has grown as a person in her time at BG and looks forward to 
her senior year. 
 Sarah plans to go into teaching, potentially special educa-
tion, and is considering attending Penn State or Saint Francis 
University. She also keeps in the mind the opportunity to 
pursue her passion for books and earn a master’s degree to be 
a librarian. Wherever Sarah ends up in the fall of 2019, the 
skill set she is developing as a student by experiencing all BG 
has to offer will ensure a promising future.  

Big Dreams are Only Months Away
 Kenta Okada is mere months away graduating. When he 
does, he will leave equipped by experiences in academics, 
football, baseball, Future Business Leaders of America, Young 
Entrepreneur Academy and the Student Council. All of these 
opportunities are preparing him to take on his future as a 
college student and, eventually, as a professional. 
 Kenta’s summer plans will take him to California as a 
camp counselor in training for first through sixth graders. 
From there he plans to attend a school on the West Coast. He 
has his sights set on the University of California Los Angeles, 
which he is still waiting to hear from, but his recent accep-
tance to the University of San Diego promises he has a bright 
future either way. 
 Kenta came to Bishop Guilfoyle as a junior International 
student and emphasizes how helpful the students and teach-
ers have been over the last year and a half. 
 He knew right away that he wanted to join the football 
team, but some members of the class of 2017 encouraged him 

to consider other extracurricular opportunities as well. He is 
now a cornerback and running back for the Marauders and 
has found his way into additional clubs and experiences. 
 “I learn a lot from these activities, and I want to challenge 
myself,” Kenta says. “That’s why I got 
involved.” 
 Being involved in various groups with 
different people has taught him a lot 
about leadership and communication, a 
skill he’ll need no matter where he finds 
himself in the future. 
 One of the reasons Kenta wanted to 
be part of the International program— he 
is originally from Tokyo, Japan — was to 
experience new things and explore his 
interests. He says BG helped him achieve 
that goal by giving him an outstanding extracurricular ex-
perience and the ability to choose courses beyond the basic 
requirements. 

 The hope is that all students, like Luke, Sarah and Kenta, 
can find extracurricular activities of interest. Presentations 
during the lunch hour provide opportunities for students to 
learn about and sign up for current clubs. If a student has a 
new suggestion for an extracurricular, they just need to part-
ner with a teacher willing to support it. 
 With such variety and accessibility, many students take 
advantage of one or more extracurriculars. Whether it’s 
sports, Scholastic Quiz, band, drama, Student Council or all 
the above, students are able to develop their skills, explore 
their interests and form lifelong relationships. And in 
addition to all that, their well-rounded experience provides 
tangible lessons for life outside the halls of BG.  

Sarah Zakrzwski

Kenta Okada

All of these opportunities are 
preparing him to take on his 

future as a college student and, 
eventually, as a professional.

Their well-rounded  
experience provides tangible 

lessons for life outside the  
halls of BG.  
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Between AP courses, Dual Enrollment options and an 
extensive list of extracurricular activities and electives be-

yond required courses, there’s no denying that our students get 
a top-notch education. But our mission goes beyond that. 

 Students are encouraged to take an active role in design-
ing their own educational experience — an opportunity that 
allows them to explore possible professional paths, develop 
new skills and even discover untapped potential in areas 
outside our core subjects.

 We have teachers who fulfill their calling as educators 
with passion. They encourage and challenge students to grow 
not only academically, but personally and spiritually.

 While it may be difficult to measure things like charac-
ter, maturity and responsibility, a conversation with Patrick 
Donoughe, Michael Johnson or Daniel Wandersee, 
will provide you with clear examples of all three. 

Preparation for Life After BG
The teachers aren’t teaching for a test. They’re [helping you] 
increase your knowledge and move onto the next phase of life, 
whether that’s a college, work or trade school,” says Patrick.

 Patrick, a senior, has taken advantage of numerous oppor-
tunities to get ahead. In addition to taking AP and Dual Enroll-
ment courses, he’s well-rounded, being a discus and javelin 
thrower on the track team and a member of Drama Club. And 
thanks to his participation in Model UN, Student Council and 
Mayors Youth Council, he feels well prepared to begin his next   

chapter with American University as 
a political science major in fall 2018. 

 Vast interests may be what 
inspired such a variety of extracur-
riculars, but Patrick recognizes there 
is something to learn from each. 
Though initially hesitant to join track 
and field, Patrick says it’s taught 
him the value of sportsmanship and 
teamwork. Having developed an 
interest in political science, he feels 
fortunate that he was able to add Stu-
dent Council, Model UN and Mayors 
Youth Council to his activity list, all 
of which are giving him a leg up when it comes to starting his 
college classes.

 As a co-founder of the Model UN Club, Patrick knows how 
challenging, yet rewarding, it is to launch a new club. With the 
support of their sponsoring teacher, he and his co-founders got 
the club up and running and even arranged to attend a confer-
ence at Johns Hopkins University. 

 There is more waiting for Patrick in DC than American 
University. He’ll also continue the service work he began here 
at Bishop Guilfoyle, volunteering with Mid-County United 
Ministries based in Silver Spring, Maryland. MUM helps peo-
ple in crisis in the Wheaton, Kensington and Aspen Hill com-
munities with food, medicine, eviction prevention and utilities, 
emphasizing client choice, problem-solving and self-suffi-
ciency. Patrick hopes to continue his volunteer commitment 
throughout his time at American University and beyond, if his 
career allows. His dedication to the organization is testament 
to the service lifestyle we encourage students to adopt.

Looking Beyond the College Years
 In contrast to Patrick, Michael, a junior, knew his passion 
even from a young age: art. Rather than using his high school 
years to discover his talents, he’s been able to hone his skills 
through electives, extracurricular activities, and service hours 
that all focus on the arts. 

Educating the Whole Student
Coursework, service learning, electives and activities provide  
well-rounded experience

Patrick Donoughe

The teachers aren’t teaching  
for a test. They’re [helping  

you] increase your knowledge  
and move onto the next phase of 

life, whether that’s a college, work 
or trade school,” says Patrick.
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 His current coursework 
includes AP Drawing, and Multi-
media and Design, and next year 
he’ll enroll in Painting 101 and 
AP Art History. He finds it both 
convenient and rewarding that he’s 
able to tailor his education to his 
professional aspirations. 

 “My art teacher knows I’m 
going to art school, so she’s taking 
every opportunity to prepare me 
for college and working as an art-
ist in the commercial world,” says 
Michael. “The teachers know your 
strengths, and they prepare you for life beyond college as well.”

 Michael hopes to attend Savannah College of Art and 
Design or Ringling College of Art and Design and major in 
animation. 

 Outside of class, he also uses his talent to help the commu-
nity. In addition to creating signs for Vacation Bible School, 
he puts in service hours at his local perish, helping out with 
children’s activities, and hopes to continue volunteering in this 
capacity in the future. 

 Michael also enjoys the school’s participation in the Saint 
Francis Challenge, during which students collect non-perish-
able food items for a local shelter. Michael finds great joy in 
being able to contribute and thoughtfully considers his dona-
tions, so he can support the greatest need.

 Having attended public school until 8th grade, Michael 
says he appreciates both the coursework at Bishop Guilfoyle 
and the focus on core values, such as character and respect.

Immersive Experiences Result in  
Life-Long Skills
 Daniel Wandersee, a senior, will take on new challenges 
this fall at Penn State, where he plans to major in astrophysics 
and astronomy, but he feels well-prepared thanks to Bishop 
Guilfoyle. 

 Having previously attended a public school, Daniel is grate-
ful he’s had a chance to tackle more challenging curriculum 
before heading off to college. Like Michael, he says classes pro-
mote genuine learning and provide 
a more “immersive experience.” 

 Smaller class sizes provide him 
the opportunity to get to know his 
peers better. And while the school 
certainly is smaller, it clearly doesn’t 
allow for any gap in extracurricular 
options. 

 Daniel is involved in fencing, 
Diversity Club, Strategy Club and 
Scholastic Quiz, and says it’s given 
him the opportunity to connect 
with new people. The activities he’s 
chosen also help him to “unwind” 
after the demands of the school day, 
but also to develop important life skills. 

 “The people skills are very valuable,” Daniel says, noting 
that he’s learning how to communicate effectively with others, 
a skill critical for success beyond his high school career. 

 Daniel attributes much of his personal growth to his oppor-
tunities at school and encouragement from faculty and staff.

 “Overall, it has been a really positive experience,” Daniel 
says. 

 Whether it is through extracurricular activities, an immer-
sive education or focus on community service, every student 
has opportunities for personal growth inside and outside the 
classroom. We’re proud to say that the service requirements 
are met by students with willing hands and hearts. In fact, 
these experiences often lead to volunteer involvement in their 
alumni years — a true testament our mission.  

Michael Johnson

Daniel Wandersee

My art teacher knows I’m  
going to art school, so she’s  
taking every opportunity to 
prepare me for college and 
working as an artist in the 

commercial world,” says Michael. 
“The teachers know your 

strengths, and they prepare you 
for life beyond college as well.”
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Coach Mark Moschella is a familiar name, and there’s no 
question as to why. He’s coached the girls’ basketball 

team for more than 30 years, and has led the team to numer-
ous championships and record-breaking seasons in that span. 
Over the years, Coach Moschella has done more than coach 
his players to play an excellent game of basketball; he’s taught 
them to apply the valuable lessons they learn on the court to 
their everyday lives.
 Mark Moschella’s connection to the school goes even 
further back than his coaching career. He and his wife Diane 
both graduated from Bishop Guilfoyle and it was only natural 
that their daughter Nikki and son Mark followed in their 
footsteps. Nikki was a Lady Marauder and Mark played bas-
ketball, golf and football.
 In the late ’80s, Moschella took up coaching for the Lady 
Marauders’ junior high team, and in 1991, ascended to head 
varsity coach, working alongside Coach Bill Adams.

Building a Stronger Program Every Day
During his first 10 seasons, the team played as part of the 
Mid-Alleghenies Conference, which consists almost entirely 
of PIAA Class AAAA schools, and in 1993, won the MAC 
Championship. After that, the team played in the Mountain 
Athletic Conference for eight years and won that conference 
championship in 2003. Over the years, the team has also 
taken home four PIAA titles while Moschella has earned his 
own accolades.

 Coach Moschella’s record-breaking 627 victories have 
made him the only coach in the history of the county to sur-
pass the 600-win benchmark. In fact, no other coach in the 
district has won more than 550 games.
 He’s also earned the respect and trust of our community 
and parents. Moschella was named The Altoona Mirror’s 
Girls’ Basketball Coach of the Year four times (1992-93, 2000-
01, 2006-07, and 2008-09). In 1995, he was also awarded a 
chance to coach in the Pennsylvania Roundball Classic at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

 On top of having an incredible track record, the Lady 
Marauders have maintained a level of consistency in their 
program that only adds to their reputation. With Moschella 
at the helm, they’ve gone head-to-head with much larger 
programs, such as Altoona, State College and Hollidaysburg. 
They also play regularly against leading programs, such as 
Allentown Central Catholic, Philadelphia’s Cardinal O’Hara 
and Pittsburgh’s North Catholic, as well as nationally recog-
nized programs including New York’s Christ the King and 
Notre Dame Academy. No matter what, they’ve approached 
each game with a strong spirit, earning them a reputation as 
a team that doesn’t back down from a challenge.
 “Whether it was local, state-wide or out-of-state teams, we 
always took pride in playing against the best,” Moschella said.

Life Lessons on the Court
Coaching legend teaches Lady Marauders more than basketball

My goal was to have a team  
that became a family and  

cared for each other. 

Their example of being a  
great person and ‘treating  

others the way you want to be 
treated’ made the program the 

most successful in Pennsylvania  
in the last 25 years.
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More Than Numbers
It’s easy to get bogged down by numbers and awards, but for 
the Lady Marauders, doing well in the gym isn’t what matters 
most. For Coach Moschella, the most important things have 
always been building a sense of community among the team 
and learning from experiences on the court.
 Thankfully, the local community and parents always sup-
port the team and remind its players what matters most. As a 
parent of athletes, Moschella understands the type of support 
it takes to play competitive sports and is grateful for all that 
parents do for the team.
 “I learned from these players as much as they learned 
from me, and I [knew] if we all cared, then we could be a 
success,” he said. “Being a parent with a child in sports can 
be very challenging, but over the years, parents [have been] a 
positive support system for their Lady Marauder.”

Thankful for a Family to Celebrate  
His Victories with
Evidence of Moschella’s success is everywhere — in the titles, 
the awards and the record-breaking performances of his 
athletes. What is less tangible, but much more integral to the 
team, as well as the way that Moschella coaches, is the deep 
connection the Marauders have to each other and the values 
of the Bishop Guilfoyle community.
 “When we became the first program in the Altoona Mir-
ror area to reach 600 wins, it made me think of all the great 

players we have been blessed with over the years,” Moschella 
said. “For me personally, it wasn’t the total wins but knowing 
that Bishop Guilfoyle has been so loyal to me and that all my 
coaching victories came with one program.”
 More than 30 years after he first interviewed to be the 
head varsity coach of the Marauders, one of Moschella’s most 
important accomplishments is achieving his original goal: to 
have a team that cared for each other and became a family.
 “Hopefully, the lesson that every Lady Marauder player 
and coach has learned is that if enough people care, then we 
will be the best that we can be,” he said.  

There are way too many  
great players and coaches to  

pick a favorite memory.

Priorities for Lady Marauders Basketball

 Always have God in your daily lives

 Family

 Your academics

 Your basketball team

 Your social life and friends  
 (always making good decisions)

627

4-time

4

Lady Marauders Under  
Coach Moschella’s Guidance

victories — more wins 
than any other coach 
in District 6!

winner of Altoona 
Mirror’s Girls’ Basket-
ball Coach of the Year

PIAA titles
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School Days Snapshots

Find more photos on page 23!
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Kevin & Cindy Boslet

Christine Bowser  
Rob Bragonier
James P. Burke

Thomas J. Bussman
Carl & Linda Cacciotti

Pat Callahan
Cardiology Associates of Altoona, 

LLP
Jim & Betty Carrieri
The Children’s Place

Randy & Sylvia Colyer
Ryan Colyer
Sylvia Colyer

Rich Consiglio
John J. Conti

Gerald L. Cooper, Jr. 
Father Raymond Crosser

DelGrosso Family of Companies
James Eckenrode

Bob Eger
L. Doug Field, III
Michael A. Fiore

Annette & Randy Patterson
Peerless Properties, LLC

Greg Provenzano
Mike Provenzano

Paul Purcell
Jack Reilly

Karen Rhoa
Patrick Rodkey
Dennis Roland

Jay Ruggery
George Savine

Mike Savino
Christopher Seymore
The Shanoudy Family

Robert Sigrist
Michael Sisto

Don & Linda Skupien
Donald Snyder

Joe Stevens
Joe Stevens, III 

Adam & Diane Trybus
University Orthopedics Center

John Ventura
Polly Weston

Wolf Furniture
Stephen Yorgy

Thank You for Your Support!

2017–2018 Members

Sara Lynn Fiore‑Gunnett
Joe Georgiana

Vic Gioiosa
Lou & Paulette Gresik
Larry & Carolyn Hagg

The Hite Company
David E. & Janet Hogan

Jen Holsinger
Tom Hooper

Joseph & Becky Irwin
Tom & Lenora Irwin

Charles & Sandi Kaminsky
Dr. & Mrs. William J. Kirsch 

Keller Engineers, Inc.
Kerr Kreations/Kerr Landscaping 

Kirk & April Kissell
Klesius & Sheedy

J. Kirk Kling
M/M Anthony Labriola
M/M Patrick Labriola
Pat & Laurie Leamer

Lee Industries 
Ted & Becky Manna 
McCloskey Builders
Walter McCulloch
Frank Montecalvo

Robert & Sue Montler
Mark Moschella

Mike Nagle
Ted & Becky Manna

Christopher Seymore
John F. Nagle

Randy & Sylvia Colyer
Ryan Colyer

Greenwood Pools & Spa
Joe Stevens

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joe & Liz Adams
Klesius & Sheedy
Bill & Fritiz Beard

Tom & Lenora Irwin
Dave & Janet Hogan
Larry & Carolyn Hagg
Lou & Paulette Gresik

Greg Provenzano
Dr. & Mrs. William J. Kirsch
James & Agnes Eckenrode

Jim & Betty Carrieri
Robert Sigrist

Oral Surgery Associates  
of Central PA

Carol King

Spherion Staffing
Joseph & Becky Irwin

Anthony Bambocci
Father Raymond Crosser

Keller Engineers, Inc.
Courtesy Motor Sales, Inc.

McCloskey Builders
Sara Fiore Gunnett

Mark Moschella
DelGrosso Family of Companies

Jack & Cathie Reilly
Thomas Hooper

Paul Purcell
Pat & Eileen Callahan 

Ed & Patti Boslet
P. Joseph Lehman, Inc.,  
Consulting  Engineers
Brett & Melissa Scharf
George & Judy Savine

Carl Cacciotti
Pro Active Sports
Joe Georgiana
Irwin Financial

The Hite Company

Fiore Brothers, Inc.
Rich & Sally Consiglio

HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital 
of Altoona

J. Kirk Kling Law Office, PC
L. Doug Field, III

Frank & Leigh Montecalvo
The Shanoudy Family

Allegheny Brain & Spine  
Surgeons, P C  

Landon & Claire Rhoa
Mike Savino, Jr.

Cardiology Associates of  
Altoona, LLP

Patrick J. and Patricia A. Labriola
Char & Tony Labriola

The Benzel Family
Bob & Sue Montler 

Kraig & Gina Kiesewetter
Kerr Landscaping, Inc.

Wolf Parent, LLC
Peerless Properties, LLC

Lee Industries
Dennis Roland
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Scholarships
Thank you to all of our generous scholarship sponsors who help  

make a BG education available to more area students!
Named Scholarships
ACHS Class of 1956 
ACHS Class of 1959 
Agnes & Nicholas Genovese  
 Memorial 
Altoona Sunrise Rotary 
Anna Marrocco Memorial 
ARC Federal Credit Union 
Carol Chop 
Christina Purcell Memorial 
Deceased Members of the Class  
 of 1955 
Douglas V. Stoehr Family 
Edward & Virginia Leipold, Sr.  
 Memorial 
Edward & Clara Kristfco 
Eleanor Toth Memorial 
Ernest G. & Anna Marie (Keirn)  
 Harf Scholarship
Ferdinand & Mafalda DelGrosso  
 Memorial

Frank & Josphine DeLeo, Jr.  
 Memorial 
Herbet T. Wolf 
Herman Koestner Memorial 
Hoops For Hope 
Jack & Nancy Kirkpatrick 
Jack & Cathie Reilly Family 
James & Agnes Eckenrode 
James W. Hindinger 
Joan (Gooderham) Georgiana  
 Spirit 
Joey Durbin Memorial 
John A. & Helen D. Despot 
John & Roseann Sullivan 
John Joseph Schimminger 
Joseph M. & Frances B. Hesser  
 Family 
Kirkpatrick/Bearer
Leonard S. & Mary E. Fiore Family 
Lisa (Belsey) Pufka Memorial 
Lisa M. Roccio-Shank 

Lt. John J. Wiley Memorial 
Margaret (Peggy O’Connor) Sheedy 
Margaret M. Bilka Memorial 
Margaret McCreary 
Martin S. & Pauline (Laughlin) Culp 
Marty Bennetti Memorial 
Mary E. & Thomas A. Irwin 
Mary Anderson McCloskey  
 Memorial 
Mary Kantoski Memorial 
Michael A. Fiore Family 
ProCare 
Robert, Dolores, Rachael Rice  
 Memorial 
Sr. Marina Culp R.S.M. Memorial 
Sue Sherburne Memorial 
Ted & Marcella Adams 
The Bill Perry Family 
Tom & Lenora Irwin Family 
Torie’s Life Journey 
Wolf-Khun Foundation 

Endowed Scholarships
Anthony & Dianna (Fedeli)  
 Turchetta 
Class of 1956 
Class of 1962 
Cynthia (DelGrosso) Gardella  
 Foreign Language 
Emma Brolley 
Ernest V. Salvi 
Fr. Gerald J. Ream Music 
Harf-Keirn 
James & Alberta (Beck) Reilly 
Jane Ann (Condrin) Nader 
Michael & Barbara Fiore 
Nancy (Auker) Fiore 
Sally Wharton Memorial 

Michael Ratzesberger Memorial   
 Endowment
ACHS Class of 1949 for BGCHS 
ACHS Class of 1960 for BGCHS 
Albert Hogan Education for BGCHS 
Anne (Sloan) Boreland for BGCHS 
Anonymous 
BGCHS Class of 1961 
BGCHS Class of 1978 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High 
 School 
Eleanor (Hughes) McKnight  
 Scholarship for BGCHS
F.B. Kolbenschlag BGCHS 
Isobel Mack Education Scholarship
John Conlon Education Scholarship

Joseph J. & Serena J. Stevens  
 Family 
Joseph P. & Margaret B. Bilka  
 for BGCHS 
Louise (Raber) Shrum Memorial 
Scholarship for BGCHS
Priel Education Scholarship  
 for BGCHS
Rev. Msgr. Joseph M. O’Toole 
Ronald A. Geis, Jr. Memorial  
 Scholarship
Schrankel Endowment for Catholic  
 High Schools
St. Mary’s Scholarship
Michael Ratzesberger Memorial



16  /  bishopguilfoyle.org  /  SPRING 2018

The BG Journey

EITC Donors: Redirect Your Tax Dollars  
to Bishop Guilfoyle!
We’ve always wished that we could control how our tax 

dollars get spent, and now we can!  The State of PA has 
expanded a program for YOU to direct YOUR PA state tax 
dollars toward scholarships to private schools like BG.  So, let’s 
do it!  Please act now to find out more by sending your name 
and contact information to jadams@bguilfoyle.org.  

 This is the best opportunity we have ever had to reliably 
fund the school and help secure BG’s future.   We are 
now called upon to demonstrate our support for BG by 
participating in this low cost/high impact program.

The process is simple:
1) Sign an agreement to participate.  

2) Make a donation (up to your estimated annual 2018 
state tax liability) after being notified that the state has 
issued your tax credits, then 

3) Receive a tax statement with PA state tax credits for 90% 
of your donation amount.  You enter these credits on 
your tax return to reduce the amount you pay in state 
taxes.    
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Celebrating Our Community

The Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) is a
program offered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

that allows taxpayers to direct their tax dollars toward schol-
arships at Bishop Guilfoyle. Currently, this is the number one 
way BG raises funds for scholarships, with $382,000 raised in 
the 2016–17 year. 100% of EITC funds that BG receives go 
toward scholarships for families in need.
 This opportunity allows individual and joint filers to par-
ticipate, not just business entities. BG donors, both new and 
old, are excited about this low-cost way to donate thousands 
of dollars toward helping students. The EITC program has 
been around since 2001, allowing Pennsylvania businesses 

to earn tax credits for supporting scholarships for qualifying 
families at approved non-public schools. Now that the EITC 
program allows individuals to participate, taxpayers who owe 
more than $3,500 in state taxes should contact the school to 
sign up. If you are eligible, you can direct tax dollars toward 
BG—simply by completing a short form.

The EITC Program is Easy!
The net cost to donors is less than 10 percent; some taxpayers 
actually donate thousands at zero cost to them, and a gift of 
$10,000 could cost as little as $650. A tax credit equal to 75 
percent of the total contribution may be granted to a business 

EITC Donors: Direct Your Tax Dollars to Make 
a BG Education Possible for ALL Students

Allegheny Regional 
Endoscopy 
Lance DeFrancisco

Blue Ridge Medical, LLC 
Steve Brumbaugh (Owner)

Cardiology Associates of 
Altoona, LLP
Hany Shanoudy, MD
(President)

Fiore Brothers, Inc. 
Michael A. Fiore

Fiore True Value 
Hardware
Thomas A. Irwin III 
(President)

First National Bank of PA 
Vincent J. Delie, Jr. 
(President/CEO)

First Stop Shop, Inc. 
Jeffrey Adams (President)

Inco Beverage, Inc.
Ryan Rizzo (President)

Investment Savings Bank 
Victor Hrescak

Keller Engineers, Inc.
Joseph Keller (President)

Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
Michael Fiore (President)

Link Computer 
Corporation
Tim Link (President)

M&T Bank 
Stephen Foreman 

Thank You to the Businesses That Give Back 
Through EITC!

CBT Bank
Judith Mitchell

Kooman & Associates, LLC
J. Martin Kooman
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providing proof of a donation during one taxable year. A tax 
credit equal to 90 percent of the total contribution may be 
granted if the business provides a written commitment to 
contribute the same amount for two consecutive years. In 
many cases, claiming both a PA State tax credit and Federal 
tax deduction could mean that your donation would result 
in a nearly 100 percent tax savings for your business for the 
amount donated. The credit cannot exceed $750,000 per 
business annually and must be applied in the taxable year the 
contribution is made. 

What does this mean for you or your 
business?
• You get to choose where your tax dollars go
• You can claim charitable contributions for your business

How can you apply?
A limited number of tax credits are available each year 
and not everyone who applies is eligible. Applications are 
accepted starting July 1 and timing is key, as applications 
received before this date are disqualified, and applicants 
are served on a first-come, first-served basis. Income and 
other limitations apply, so please contact the school for more 
details. 
  More individuals and businesses are learning about this 
opportunity to earn tax credits by supporting local students. 
Why not keep your tax dollars in this area and help deserving 
local students instead of sending them to Harrisburg?

The EITC program is an easy and powerful way to give. 
Contact Joe Adams or Jackie Lund today to learn more, at 
development@bguilfoyle.org  

Reed & Sahlaney 
Orthodontics, LLP
Dr. Michael Reed

Reilly, Creppage & 
Company, Inc.
Bernard Creppage (CPA)

Ruggieri Enterprises, 
LLC (dba / Spherion)
Donald Ruggery, Sr. 
(President)

Wolf Furniture
Doug Wolf 
(President and Founder)

Thank You to the 
Individuals Who Give 
Back Through EITC!
Jeffrey Adams
Shaun and Kit Benzel
Randy and Joan Donnelly 
Gregory Drew
Michael and Barbara Fiore 
Richard F. Fiore, Sr.
Sara Fiore‑Gunnett
Rex Kaup
Karla Moschella
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Pellegrino, Jr.
Gregory and Rosemary Price 
George Savine
Travis and Erica Sheetz
Joe and Ingrid Stevens
Doug and Lisa Wolf
John and Ann Wolf
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Thank You to the 
Individuals Who Give 
Back Through EITC!
Jeffrey Adams
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Northwest Savings Bank
John A. Mack

Stuckey Subaru, LLC
Matthew Stuckey
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Credits currently 
available!
Now enrolling 2018 
participants.

Contact Jadams@BGuilfoyle.org

 For instance, a $5,000 donation could generate $4,500 
(90%) in state tax credits, leaving only $500 to pay in state 
tax.  In addition, this charitable contribution could reduce 
the amount of Federal Tax due for filers who itemize their 
deductions.  Email now to get more information and check 
with your tax advisor for how this might apply to you.  

 Certain donors have been participating for many years, 
and the new expansion means that you can participate, 
too.  Starting now, almost anyone who pays state taxes can 
participate. But you must CHOOSE to do so, and ACT NOW 
by letting us know that you may be interested.  This is a great 
way to help families attend BG.  A $3,000 donation to BG 
could cost you only between $0 and $300.

 BG is asking that ALL parents and supporters participate 
in this LIMITED TIME ONLY program.    

For more information  
and to participate, email  

Joseph Adams, at  
jadams@bguilfoyle.org,  

or  
Development@Bguilfoyle.org. 
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  Instructional & Athletics &
  Fundraising Activities Cafeteria Total 

REVENUES
Net Tuition and Fees 2,306,645 0 0 2,306,645
Parish Subsidy 300,070 0 0 300,070
Federal and State Subsidy 0 0 24,320 24,320
Program Revenue and Contributions 0 667,823  199,139  866,961
Other Revenues 486,340 85 11 486,435

TOTAL REVENUES 3,093,055 667,907 223,469 3,984,431

EXPENSES
Salaries and Wages 1,627,797  69,677 0 1,697,473
Payroll Taxes and Benefits 515,949  6,200 0 522,149
Occupancy Expenses 534,602 0 244 534,846
Equipment, Supplies and Office Expenses 368,204 0 0 368,204
Gift Solicitation and Special Functions 64,942 0 0 64,942
Other Costs 274,722 0 226,164  500,885
Program Costs 0 628,521 0 628,521

TOTAL EXPENSES 3,386,216  704,397  226,408  4,317,021

Change in Net Assets from Operations (293,161) (36,490) (2,938) (332,590)

Reconciliation of Change in Net Assets to Net Cash  
Provided/(Used) 
Contributions    405,121
Grants to Others    0

Increase/(Decrease) in Net Assets    72,532

Depreciation    237,514
Changes in Operating Assets and Liabilities    87,601
Net Cash Provided/(Used)    397,647

2016-2017

2016-2017 Revenues & Contributions
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  Instructional & Athletics &
  Fundraising Activities Cafeteria Total 

REVENUES
Net Tuition and Fees 2,029,546 0 0 2,029,546
Parish Subsidy 321,632 0 0 321,632
Federal and State Subsidy 0 0 20,426  20,426
Program Revenue and Contributions 0 673,834  221,077  894,911
Other Revenues 300,627    300,627

TOTAL REVENUES 2,651,805 673,834 241,503 3,567,142”

EXPENSES
Salaries and Wages 1,554,033  117,453 0 1,671,486
Payroll Taxes and Benefits 509,795  5,675 0 515,470
Occupancy Expenses 501,941 0 28,577  530,518
Equipment, Supplies and Office Expenses 324,980 0 1,010  325,990
Gift Solicitation and Special Functions 79,037 0 0 79,037
Other Costs 254,128 0 212,810  466,938
Program Costs 0 570,938 0 570,938

TOTAL EXPENSES 3,223,914  694,066  242,397  4,160,377

Change in Net Assets from Operations (572,109) (20,232) (894) (593,235)

Reconciliation of Change in Net Assets to Net Cash  
Provided/(Used) 
Contributions    287,290
Grants to Others    (6,105)

Increase/(Decrease) in Net Assets    (312,050)

Depreciation    224,338
Changes in Operating Assets and Liabilities    (331,323)
Net Cash Provided/(Used)    (419,035)

2015-2016

2015-2016 Revenues & Contributions
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The Gift of a BG Education
Donors and recipients connect and inspire at Named Scholarship 
Breakfast

Bishop Guilfoyle’s Annual Named Scholarship Program 
continues to be a wonderful success, not only providing 

much-deserved financial assistance to students, but also 
connecting and inspiring both donors and recipients. The 
program allows contributors to establish a scholarship either in 
their own name, or in the name of a loved one in their honor 
or memory. Tuition assistance in the amount of $500, $750, or 
$1,000 is then given to a selected student through the scholarship.
 Each year, a special breakfast banquet is held for all 
Named Scholarship contributors and awardees, in order to 
recognize the recipients and provide donors and recipients 
a chance to meet one another. The 2017 Named Scholarship 
Breakfast, held October 24, once again provided students with 
recognition for their hard work and a chance to meet and 
personally thank their donors. But for those donors who have 
chosen to generously provide Named Scholarships, the event 
can leave an even more lasting impact. 
 At the annual Named Scholarship Breakfast, program 
booklets list descriptions of each named scholarship being 
awarded. For many donors, it is a chance to share the story of 
their loved ones for whom the scholarships were named and 
what their scholarships represent. For Paul Purcell and his 
wife, for instance, establishing the Christina H. Purcell Named 
Scholarship was a way to honor the memory and indomitable 

spirit of their daughter, 
Christina, who passed 
away at age 29 after 
fighting a courageous 
10-year battle with 
cancer. 
 “The scholarship 
represents a means 
to keep her memory 
alive and to share her 
accomplishments as a 
possible inspiration to 
others,” said Paul. 
 Paul and his wife, who 
are both 1956 graduates of Altoona Catholic High School 
(now Bishop Guilfoyle), know very well the lifelong value 
of a Catholic education. Meeting the recipient of Christina’s 
scholarship, Alicia Nicollini, at the Scholarship Breakfast, 
allowed them to see firsthand the difference they are making 
in someone else’s life. 
 “The highlight experience was meeting Alicia, learning 
what a delightful young lady she is, and gaining a warm 
feeling that the scholarship was going to a worthy young 
woman,” Paul said. 
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 It also gave him great joy to know that by “paying it 
forward,” he was helping her achieve the same quality 
education he is still thankful for himself. And what better 
way to honor his daughter’s extraordinary memory than 
help a young student go on to do extraordinary things 
themselves? 

 “The knowledge that this scholarship has helped this 
delightful young woman to gain the rich and meaningful 
experience of a quality Catholic education at a caring school 
was a very rewarding feeling,” said Paul. “An education at 
Bishop Guilfoyle High School will definitely have a positive 
influence on Alicia’s future.”
 Paul and his wife also enjoyed the company of several 
of their ACHS classmates who were attending the breakfast 
as sponsors of other scholarships. The Named Scholarship 
Breakfast was once again a wonderful morning of 
connecting and inspiring students, alumni and  
supporters. 

        

• In your name, or in honor/memory of a loved one
• For more information, contact the Development 

Office at 814-944-3987

Annual Named Scholarship
• Increments of $500, $750, or $1,000 annually
• Three-year minimum commitment

Endowed Named Scholarship
• One-time gift of $10,000 or more
• Invested to grow with inflation and to generate addi-

tional scholarships
• Designed to last in perpetuity

The knowledge that this 
scholarship has helped this 
delightful young woman to 

gain the rich and meaningful 
experience of a quality Catholic 

education at a caring school was 
a very rewarding feeling. 

Named Scholarships:  
Impact a Child’s 
Future
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Redirect Your Tax Dollars

for Bishop Guilfoyle!

THE PROCESS IS EASY... 
• Sign up for this program, indicating how many state tax dollars you want to  

send to BG
• Make the donation when prompted
• Receive the tax statement with credits to include on your Pennsylvania state  

tax return, after year end 

It’s important to note that the cost to participate could be up to 10 percent of the donation. 
Therefore, the BG Board of Trustees has decided to hold tuition fees at a flat rate in the next year.

BG is willing to work with you and their students in any way they can, but if you still remain 
unconvinced, check out the following benefits you’ll receive:

• You’ll be making a difference for students who deserve an education to match their potential 
and aspiration

• Donations can contribute 10 times as much as they would otherwise — a $200 donation would 
generate $2,000 for the school

• Taxes can then be deducted from your paycheck, increasing your refund. For those paying 
estimated state taxes, they can reduce their estimated tax payment throughout the year

• BG has over $700,000 unfunded scholarships this year. Your donations will go to those 
scholarships and pay the cost of education for families who fall within state mandated income 
guidelines

Don’t sit back and miss out on this opportunity, when students and  
families out there need your help!

Please show your support by redirecting your tax dollars, and make a difference for BG! 
For more information and to participate, email  

Joseph Adams, at jadams@bguilfoyle.org.

We’ve always wished that we could control how our tax dollars get spent, and now we can! 
The state of Pennsylvania has expanded a program for YOU to direct YOUR PA state tax dollars 
toward scholarships to private schools like BG. So, let’s do it!  Please act now to find out more 
by sending your name and contact information to jadams@bguilfoyle.org.
This is the best opportunity BG has ever had to reliably fund the school and ensure its financial 
viability.
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Did you know one of our alumni went on to Harvard?  
Andrew Irwin, class of ‘17, is a freshman at the univer-

sity. He is studying economics and is a starting linebacker for 
the football team. We recently caught up with Andrew to learn 
more about his journey and what helped him along the way.

Building a Foundation
While he admits that not all of his classes are a walk in the 
park, Andrew knows that his experiences at Bishop Guilfoyle 
have prepared him well and he’s confident in his ability to 
succeed.

 In fact, his economics class with Mr. Rhone was what first 
sparked his interest in the subject and gave him the founda-
tion he needed to succeed in his first semester at Harvard.
 Andrew adds that he graduated knowing that he was not 
only academically sound, but spiritually sound — and ready 
to tackle whatever challenges lie ahead. 
 “BG taught me how to be my own person and to stick to 
my faith no matter what,” he says. “It also taught me to be 
responsible for my actions and to have integrity in everything 
I do. I couldn’t thank BG enough for the four years I spent 
there. The friendships, memories and relationships with the 

faculty and staff will forever be 
with me wherever I go.”

Adjusting to the Ivy 
League
Like most students, Andrew 
found college to be a big adjust-
ment from high school. 
 “Life at Harvard was very 
different from life at Bishop 
Guilfoyle, but eventually I adjusted 
just fine to the campus, education 
and the city of Cambridge,” he said. 
“Enjoying may not be the word for 
all of my classes, but all jokes aside, I am more than blessed to 
be where I am and taking the courses that I am. So far, I have 
found [the economics material] very enjoyable and interest-
ing.” 

Juggling Sports and Academics
Balancing a full-time course load with athletic obligations 
leaves little time for anything else, but in times of stress, An-
drew is able to rely on his faith, as well as time management 
to get him through. 
 “We have a lot of great resources here at Harvard and a lot 
of leniency when scheduling our classes,” said Andrew. “As 
long as you use good time management skills you will be fine. 
Being a student-athlete is definitely more difficult than just 
going to school, but I owe a lot of credit to Harvard football 
for helping me to get into this prestigious institution.”

Words of Wisdom
“Use your time management skills effectively and [under-
stand that] college [will] be more difficult than high school,” 
said Andrew. “By doing this, you will set yourself up for suc-
cess at the next level of education. Also, do yourself a favor 
and set time aside to have fun and not always be worrying 
about your schoolwork.” 
 Like most college students, Andrew hopes to have a suc-
cessful athletic career, graduate with good grades and enter 
the workforce upon graduating. From the Bishop Guilfoyle 
community, we wish him the best in his future endeavors!   

Strong Faith as Important as Strong Academics
How the foundation of a Catholic education is helping BG grad excel  
at Harvard

Andrew Irwin, ‘17
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own person and to stick to 
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A s Catholics, we are called upon to serve others. An  
 important part of our mission at Bishop Guilfoyle 

is preparing students to answer this call. That’s why it’s 
so rewarding to see a former student take that challenge 
to heart. 

 Nate Callahan, a 2017 graduate, now a freshman 
at Norwich University (registered with sophomore 
status thanks to the 14 credits he earned at BG), has, 
and continues to, set a shining example for others. He’s 
always found room in his heart, and his schedule, to 
give back to his community and he’s determined to 
make a difference for others.

Busy schedule helps prioritize  
volunteer commitments 
Nate had a rigorous class schedule filled with Dual 
Enrollment and AP courses, was a running back and 
linebacker for the Marauders and participated in track 
and field, Students Against Destructive Decisions, 
Blood Drive Committee and Spanish Club. Despite 
that, Nate could often be found volunteering for the 
fire company. Nate practically grew up in the firehouse, 
as it’s a family tradition, and recently received his 
Fire Fighter 1 certification. That certification, which 
requires 200 hours of training and a subsequent test, 
has been a testament to his commitment to volunteer 
firefighting.

 Although he maintains an even busier schedule 
at Norwich University, he’s already visited the local 
firehouse and plans to assist with calls once he has 
more availability. 

 Many of Nate’s other service hours during high 
school were spent assisting with Boy Scouts’ weekly 
meetings and camps. Having achieved Eagle Scout rank 
at only 14 years old, an accomplishment that involved 
934 hours of community service while achieving 
various merit badges, Nate was eager to pass his skills 
on to the young scouts.

 Being so in demand, Nate learned how to manage 
his time, a skill that’s necessary for success no matter 
where you wind up. For Nate, that might mean taking a 
Friday night to study football film or giving up sleeping 
in on a Saturday to volunteer, but that’s okay with him.

 “You’re never too busy to take a step back and help 
somebody,” Nate says. 

From serving his community to  
serving his country
Nate’s commitment to service doesn’t end there, 
though. His years as a boy scout and a firefighter, 
coupled with his Catholic faith, have inspired an even 
greater sacrifice. He intends to serve not only his 
community, but his country. 

 “I have always realized that life is so much bigger 
than myself,” Nate says, explaining that he is a member 
of the Air Force ROTC at Norwich.

 The military branch’s motto leaves no doubt that 
it’s a good fit for some as service-minded as Nate: 
“Integrity first, service before self and excellence in all 
we do.” Such a motto makes the Air Force a perfect 
place for him to align his values with his career goals.

Answering the Call to Serve
Young alumnus makes time to love and serve his neighbors

You’re never too busy to  
take a step back and help 

somebody.

I have always realized 
that life is so much bigger 

than myself.
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 Being a student in ROTC isn’t without its challenges. 
Nate’s day starts with physical training at 6 a.m. before 
heading off for the day’s classes. Though, there is some 
built-in time for meals and evening extracurricular 
activities, he has mandatory study time beginning at 
7:30 p.m. 

Giving it all on the field
On top of this strict schedule, Nate is also a 
linebacker for the football team, which is a three-hour 
commitment five to six days a week during the season. 
The work doesn’t end in the offseason though. There are 
still commitments to lifting, studying film and plays and 
meeting with coaches to prepare for the next season —
all while maintaining your grades to remain eligible. 

 Nate says that participating in two-a-day practices, 
spending hours studying film and having a hand in the 
Marauder’s three consecutive state championships from 
2014 to 2016 prepared him well for playing at Norwich. 

 “Winning three state championships motivates you 
to achieve success in whatever you do,” Nate says. “I 
learned about determination, grit and grind.” 

 That grit, and his faith, is what keeps Nate going, not 
just on the field, but in life. Even on difficult days, he 
knows it’s important to not to give up and to try to find 
the positives in life.

 “Whether it’s on your faith, your studies, the football 
field or one day serving in the Air Force, whatever it 
may be, the will to push forward and never quit makes 
you stand out as an individual and always pays off in the 
end,” Nate says. 

 We hope these lessons have made a difference for 
other students as well and look forward to staying in 
touch with Nate for years to come.   

Nate Callahan

Whether it’s on your faith,  
your studies, the football  

field or one day serving 
in the Air Force, whatever 
it may be, the will to push 

forward and never quit 
makes you stand  

out as an individual and  
always pays off in the end.”
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Let us know! Go to bgalumninews.com 
and click “Share Your Story” to recommend 

one of your classmates, family members or 
friends for a feature in one of our upcoming 
publications!

Know an 
Impressive Alum?
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As president of the alumni association, I would like to share 
some of the annual events we sponsor throughout the year.

 Besides sponsoring the Live Your Best Life Speaker Series, 
which is traditionally held the week of the Homecoming foot-
ball game, we also sponsor the annual Yearbook Signing Party, 
which was held on Wednesday, November 22, 2017 in the 
Wolf alumni center at Bishop Guilfoyle. The yearbooks were  
distributed to the Class of 2017 at the party, and pizza and 
refreshments were served. We had a huge  turnout from our 
most recent alumni. It was a pleasure for the alumni associa-
tion to bring the Class of  2017 together for the first time since 
their graduation.
 Our annual Garvey Manor Christmas party was held on 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 for the alumni residents of 
Altoona Catholic/Bishop Guilfoyle. Fifteen alumni residents 
were given gift bags from the alumni association. The Bishop 
Guilfoyle Catholic High School chorus and their choral di-
rector, Mr. Jay Mountain, entertained the residents by singing 
a number of Christmas carols at the party. A door prize was 
chanced-off by the alumni association. It was so nice connect-
ing with our older alumni and reminiscing with them about 
their high school days at Altoona Catholic/Bishop Guilfoyle.

 We also participated in the Class Challenge event held 
at the March Madness fundraiser for the Touched By an 
Angel Fund. Thousands of dollars were raised from the Class 
Challenge Event to go toward providing scholarships to help 
with tuition costs for any Bishop Guilfoyle student in need. 
The Class of 1971 took first place and the Class of 1969 took 
second place in the event.
 The alumni association participates annually in the senior 
banquet held in May to honor the seniors graduating and an 
engraved stylus pen is given to each member of the graduat-
ing class at the banquet from a donation from Mr. John Wolf, 
on behalf of the alumni association.
 We would like to encourage the class representatives to 
become involved in the alumni association in any way 
by supporting the fundraisers held by the school and support-
ing the alumni association in general to keep us a strong and 
active organization.

Sincerely,

Linda Skupien
Linda Skupien, President
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic Alumni Association 

Give us insight into your best Bishop Guilfoyle memories and the lasting 
moments that have extended long after graduation. Your responses may be 

featured in an upcoming publication.
 Take a few minutes to share your story by visiting  
www.bgalumninews.com and clicking on “Share Your Story” at the top of 
the page.
 You can also email your updates to Linda Skupien at  
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.

We’d love to hear about:
• College and career updates
• Multiple-generation Marauders
• Ties to other alumni
• Classes, teachers or activities that made a lasting impact
• Suggestions for the alumni association
• Anything else you’d like to share!

News from the BG Catholic Alumni Association

Alumni: We Want to Hear from You
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Alumni News
Daniel V. Bobetich, Class of 2002
Officer Daniel Bobetich of the Hager-
stown, Maryland, police department was 
promoted to rank of Sergeant on Oct. 
26, 2017. Sgt. Bobetich has worked for 
the department since 2008. Bobetich 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Crimi-
nology from Mount Aloysius College in 
2006, and his Act 120 Certification from 
IUP in 2007.

William Moschella, Class of 2008
William Moschella, a 2008 graduate of 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School 
and his wife Jessica, welcomed the birth 
of their newborn daughter, Mia Lynn 
Moschella, on Oct. 17, 2017.

Greg Koehle, Class of 1993
Julie (Koehle) Nagle,  
 Class of 1999
Jennifer (Koehle) Misiura,  
 Class of 1999
Greg Koehle (‘93) completed a PhD in 
Criminology from Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, and his sisters, Julie 
(Koehle) Nagle (‘99) and Jennifer 
(Koehle) Misiura (‘99) received their 
clinical doctorates in occupational 
therapy from Temple University. They 
are children of Joe and Cathy Koehle of 
Altoona. 
 Greg was formerly a police officer 
in State College, and is currently an 
Associate Professor in the Criminal 
Justice Department at Lock Haven 
University. Greg and his wife Molly 
live in State College with their three 
children. 
 Julie is a full-time faculty member 
in the Master of Occupational Therapy 
program at Saint Francis University. She 
also continues her clinical practice at 

the DiSepio Center for Rehabilitation 
on the campus of Saint Francis 
University. Julie and her husband 
Christopher reside in Gallitzin with 
their four children.
 Jen is the Academic Fieldwork 
Coordinator and an Instructor in 
the Master of Occupational Therapy 
program at Saint Francis University. She 
continues to work clinically at a variety 
of local facilities, including the DiSepio 
Center for Rehabilitation. Jen and her 
husband Duane reside in Duncansville 
with their two children.

Nathaniel Sanders, Class of 2011
Nathaniel Sanders, a 2011 graduate of 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School 
and Alyssa Wray 
married April 
21, at St. Rose of 
Lima Church, 
Altoona. Nate is 
a 2015 graduate 
of St.  Francis 
University, 
Loretto, with 
a bachelor of 
science degree 
in criminal justice and a bachelor of 
arts degree in sociology with a minor 
in accounting.  He is a processor/
settlement agent at Highland Closing 
Co., Hollidaysburg. 

John G. Sheedy, M.D.,  
 Class of 1950
The Sheedy family of Hollidaysburg 
endowed a gift to the University of 
Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind., 
in honor of John G. Sheedy, M.D, 
a lifelong Altoona-area resident, 
cherished family doctor and 1954 
graduate of the University of Notre 
Dame.
 Dr. Sheedy, who passed away in 
2011, was a 1950 graduate of Altoona 
Catholic High School, practiced 
medicine in Altoona for close to 50 

years and is survived by his wife Mary 
(Tim) and their seven children.
Dr. John G. Sheedy was committed 
to serving his many patients in any 
capacity, but his true passion was 
providing comfort.
 According to the family, “his 
patients embraced him, not just as 
their physician, but also as a confidant, 
counselor and friend.”
 The gift from Bill and Patti Sheedy, 
in honor of the late Dr. Sheedy, will 
continue the doctor’s legacy as a 
compassionate doctor by educating 
the next generations of medical 
professionals in his image.
With this gift, it’s their hope that 
Notre Dame is further empowered to 
effect positive change in the medical 
communities served by Notre Dame’s 
graduates.
 A celebration was held on Notre 
Dame’s campus in September to 
announce the permanent endowment 
of a director position within the 
Notre Dame College of Science, in Dr. 
Sheedy’s name.
 Dr. Dominic Vachon, who leads 
the Ruth Hillebrand Center for 
Compassionate Care in Medicine 
at Notre Dame, is the first John G. 
Sheedy Director for Notre Dame’s 
Compassionate Care in Medicine.
 More than 50 individuals from the 
university and the community joined 
the Sheedy family in this celebration, 
including staff from Notre Dame’s 
College of Science, as well as a number 
of undergraduate students and local 
physicians who work closely on the 
programs supported by this gift.
 The Sheedy family and Notre Dame 
announced this endowment, bringing 
together Dr. Sheedy’s and Notre Dame’s 
vision of how a career in medicine can 
be a healing, unifying and enlightening 
presence in the world.

Class Notes

continued on pages 30 & 31 
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Dr. Mary Galvin, William K. Warren 
Foundation Dean of the College of 
Science, opened the celebration by 
reading a letter written by the Rev. 
John I. Jenkins, C.S.C., president of the 
University of Notre Dame, to the Sheedy 
family in recognition of their generosity 
to the university.
 Dr. Galvin then offered her own 
welcoming remarks and words of 
gratitude, followed by a few words 
by Dr. Dominic Vachon, The John G. 
Sheedy director of the Ruth Hillebrand 
Center for Compassionate Care in 
Medicine, on the work of the center and 
the impact of this gift.
 Bill Sheedy, 1990 alum of Notre 
Dame, then provided a reflection on his 
father’s legacy.
(Altoona Mirror)

Steve Antenucci
Steve Antenucci graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa with a degree in English from 
Penn State in 1974. After working for 
a year in Kansas City as a librarian, he 
carefully researched areas of the country 
he thought would be suitable to live in 
and moved to the Twin Cities.
 He began work as a writer, with 
pieces published on local history, 
electric cars and more. To supplement 
his freelance work, he decided to look 
for a temporary job and walked into 
the Acme Employment Agency in St. 
Louis Park, which he chose because its 
name was straight out of a Roadrunner 
cartoon. There he met an employment 
counselor named Sharon Selberg, who 
helped him find some jobs with an ad 
agency and as an office manager for 
Wheelock Whitney. They kept offering 
him full-time work, but he didn’t want 
to commit to anything long-term. 
However, his connection to Sharon 
did turn long-term, and they’ve been 
together now 40 years.
 Steve started doing backstage 
work at Centre Stage in the Jewish 
Community Center in St. Louis Park, 
including running the act curtain for 
Chicago. Since there was a lot of cross-
pollination of talent between Centre 
Stage and Theatre in the Round, he 
found his way to his first show at TRP 
in 1979, running the backstage crew on 
Auntie Mame. It was also the first TRP 
show for Sharon, who has been a regular 
presence at TRP ever since, along with 
working as a freelance prop designer, 
production assistant and location scout 
for films, commercials, industrials and 
other theaters.
 From his backstage work, Steve 
joined the theatre’s Technical Board and 
then, by 1983, president of the Board 
of Directors. After Karen Knudsen’s 
departure in 1984, he became executive 
director.

 During his tenure, Theatre in the 
Round has:
• transformed the century-old 
building at Seven Corners into the 
magnificent resource it is today. The 
1985 “blueprint” paint job gave it an 
iconic look and national recognition on 
the cover of Theatre Craft magazine. 
• created the 1988 Radio in the Round 
Series with KFAI Radio broadcast 
live shows from the arena, including 
live sound effects, artists from the 
community, and professional directors.
• began a youth program in 1989 
under artistic directors Jacie Knight and 
Laura Rudy. This Youth Performance 
Company proved so successful that it 
established itself as an independent 
theatre group in 1993, performing since 
then at the Howard Conn Fine Arts 
Center at Plymouth Congregational 
Church in Minneapolis.
• served as one of the West Bank 
theatres to host the first Minnesota 
Fringe Festival in 1994. It continues to 
be a venue the first part of August each 
year.
• produced two half-hour original 
plays as telecasts in 1995 under the 
program TRP-TV that were shown over 
cable TV.
• celebrated its 50th season in 2001-
02, marking this milestone with a 
special slate of titles and directors 
and the largest capital campaign in its 
history, transforming its home into one 
of the most attractive and accessible 
theatres in the area for audiences while 
improving technical shops and adding 
facilities for its artists.
• begun transforming its exterior with 
murals created by the renowned artist 
John Pugh.
 According to TRP volunteer Mary 
Kaeding, Steve Antenucci is well 
connected in the arts community, 
and well-loved by directors, actors, 

Alumni News

Family members of the late John G. 
Sheedy are shown at the University 

of Notre Dame, South Bend, Ind., at 
a reception honoring an endowment 

created by the family. Shown are  
(from left): Bill Sheedy, Patti Sheedy, 

Mary Sheedy and Dr. Dominic  
Vachon, the first John Sheedy  

director for Notre Dame’s 
Compassionate Care in Medicine.
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Are you a BG alum? Let 
us know what’s been going on 

in your life! Did you start a new job, 
get a promotion, get married, have a 
baby, have a grandchild? Keep us in 
the loop! Are you spending retirement 
traveling the world? Send us pictures! 
Maybe your children or grandchildren 
now attend BG, and you love sharing 
your Marauder traditions with them. 
Whatever the case may be, get in 
touch. You never know when you’ll see 
your alumni update featured in one of 
our publications! 
 Contact Alumni Association 
President Linda Skupien at lskupien@
bguilfoyle.org.

Share Your Story!

designers, techies and audience 
members. “Watching him move through 
the building and interacting smoothly, 
warmly, efficiently with people of 
all roles and needs is like watching a 
finely-calibrated machine do what it was 
engineered for.”

 Further, Steve “brings his librarian’s 
sense of organization to benefit the 
theatre greatly, maintaining a robust 
database of shows and other background 
information to augment his own 
capacious memory.” 
 Finally, she says, “He is also 
stubbornly, wonderfully analog, 
maintaining our impressive archives of 
show materials and photos going back to 
our very first show, Life with Father. He’s 
one of a kind.”
 Steve has acted in exactly one show 
at TRP – Six Characters in Search of an 
Author in 1987, in which he played the 
cameo role at the top of the show as the 
theatre’s manager.
 It’s fitting that after MACT has had 
its official mailing address at Theatre in 
the Round and the Fliehr Award was 
established here in 1998, four Theatre in 
the Round Players have been recipients: 
Kay and Dick Fliehr, who were 
incredible inspirations for the growth of 
community theatre across the country; 
2007 recipient Bob Healy, a past TRP 
and MACT board member; and now 
Steve Antenucci.
 In recognition of his exceptional 
service to Theatre in the Round, to 

the Twin Cities and statewide theatre 
communities, and for the organizational 
processes he has developed and 
maintained that have kept his theatre in 
the black for most of its 66 seasons, on 
Sept. 19, 2017, Minnesota Association of 
Community Theatres presented Steven 
Antenucci with the 2017 Fliehr Award 
for Exceptional Service to Minnesota 
Theatre.
Minnesota Association of Community 
Theatres (MACT)

BG’s Bilka Steps Down
In his 20 years as head cross country 
coach at Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High 
School, Joe Bilka often faced an uphill 
battle as far as numbers were concerned.
 Even this past fall, BG was unable to 
field a full girls team for meets.
 Nonetheless, Bilka always found 
significance in the intangibles 
concerning the sport.
 “I always hoped that the runners 
were having fun, and I always stressed 
that giving their best effort was more 
important than wins and losses,” Bilka 
said. “If you gave your best effort, you 
were a winner.”
 Bilka, 68, recently tendered his 
resignation as coach, effective Thursday, 
Nov. 30.
 He and his wife, Vicki, who have six 
grandchildren, will use the extra free 
time to travel and see family members.
Bilka will remain a PIAA basketball 
official — a role that he has held for 36 
seasons.
 “We have six grandchildren, and two 
of them are in Corvalis, Oregon,” Bilka 
said. “Between officiating and coaching, 
it was difficult to travel cross-country 
to see them. I really felt that BG needed 
a younger coach, somebody with some 
fresh viewpoints. It was just time to 
retire from coaching. Twenty years was 
long enough.”
 Among Bilka’s coaching highlights 

was freshman Sonja Hinish’s all-state 
finish in 2001. Sonja, a three-time 
district champion, placed ninth among 
Class 2A runners in the 2001 PIAA state 
meet at Hershey.
 “Sonja was the consummate athlete,” 
Bilka said. “She would run seven miles at 
practice, then go home and run another 
10 to 15 miles.”
 Current BG senior Joey Stevens 
broke in with the Bishop Guilfoyle 
junior high cross country program as 
a seventh-grade runner and competed 
for six years, including the past four as a 
varsity runner.
 “We took it seriously, of course, but 
we all had a lot of fun,” Stevens said. 
“Coach Bilka always tried to motivate 
us to set goals and achieve our best. I 
feel like he did a good job of helping 
everybody reach their goals, regardless 
of skill level. I had a great experience 
with cross country.”
 So did Bilka.
 “When the runners succeeded, it was 
very rewarding for me,” said Bilka, who 
coached 11 total state qualifiers during 
his tenure. “Working with these young 
people kind of helped me to stay young.”
(Altoona Mirror)    

Steve Antenucci
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For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates, as well as ideas for students, staff, 
faculty and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG 

community and share your story! 

“I give because I want to make a difference in our
BG family and surrounding communities!” — Kit Benzel

There’s never been a 
better time to be a part 

of the BG family!




