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Grounded in Community

Rising Above

If you were going to design the best school you could imagine, what would it be like? 
That’s the opportunity we have at BG. Thankfully, the entire BG community helps 

shape our school, and the students benefit. We witness the hard work and dedication of 
our students everyday, but the BG difference is most apparent when first-time visitors 
come to learn about BG. Their comments are interesting:

 People seem so happy!
 Everyone in the classroom is so focused and hard at work!
 How can there be valuables in the lockers with no locks? 

 We are blessed to have friends like you who help make this wonderful environment 
possible. Your support helps develop excellent teachers and puts technology and 
advanced curricula in the hands of every student. They are  using these resources in 
powerful ways. Students are learning more than ever before. Typical students—who 
would not have the same opportunities elsewhere—are taking college-level courses 
while at BG, challenging themselves and earning college credits.  
 You are supporting a generation of amazing young adults, firmly grounded in their 
authentic faith. They are growing and prepared to grow for their entire lives.  No matter 
what comes at BG students in the future, they are prepared. 
 Many thanks and blessings to you.

 Sincerely,

Joe Adams, President

OUR VISION
The VISION of Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic 
High School is to be an integral and 
perpetual resource for our community 
by providing exceptional educational 
experiences that guide and inspire 
students to fully develop and share their 
abilities and talents for the good of all 
God’s children.

OUR MISSION
The MISSION of Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic 
High School is to prepare young men and 
women for rewarding and productive lives in 
our global society; young men and women 
of vision and passion who are securely 
grounded in Christian spirituality, academic 
proficiency and personal accountability.
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~ Thank You to our Generous Sponsors and Prize Donors! ~

More than 150 alumni and friends gathered at Park Hills 
Golf Club, Aug. 17 for the first annual BG Golf Outing. 

It was a great opportunity to play a round of golf and catch up 
with fellow alumni and supporters of the school, but this year 
also marked the start of a new tradition.

A New Tradition: “It’s About More than Golf”
 The event included a dinner after the tournament. Many 
families and friends of the school who didn’t golf attended the 
event, which made the day even more enjoyable.
 Organizers Jeff Adams, Kraig Kiesewetter and Dale Gormley 
were thrilled to expand the event to include a larger portion of the 
Bishop Guilfoyle community. 
 “It’s about more than golf,” they said. “It’s a family-friendly 
outing. There is something for everyone—even if you’re not 
interested in golf. We had a great time.” 
 While pleased with the turnout, Jeff, Kraig and Dale are 
eager to grow the event. 
 “We’d really like to expand the event and include more 
sponsors and foursomes, especially more alumni,” they said. 
“It’s a chance to see people you haven’t seen all year long,” all 
while supporting local Catholic schools.

BG Student Volunteers Behind the Success
 Much of the success of this event is thanks to current 
Bishop Guilfoyle students. From manning the registration 
table and selling raffle tickets to serving lunch before the 
tournament, students worked hard to make the day a success.
 “We couldn’t have put on this event without them,” Kraig, 
Jeff and Dale said. “We are very thankful to have had their 

help, and they were happy to do it. They really value what they 
get out of BG.”

 The adult volunteers, Tara Wood, Vicki Budda, Diane 
Gormley and Kristen Gormley, were also indispensable 
in working out the many details in the final push to make 
everything happen. Many thanks to them for their tireless 
efforts!

How Students Benefit
 This year’s golf tournament and dinner proceeds totaled 
over $10,000, which will be used to fund scholarships for 
students with demonstrated financial need, as well as to 
supplement athletics and activities that help prepare students 
to excel in college, career and life. Bishop Guilfoyle looks 
forward to growing and expanding this event and making a 
bigger difference for students in years to come.
 We want to sincerely thank all of the local businesses and 
community members who supported this event. We hope you 
can join us again next year!
 Interesting in sponsoring or registering for next year’s 
golf outing, or coordinating a class reunion on the same 
weekend? Contact Kraig at (814) 215-6012 to learn more.  

Alumni, Families and Friends  
Gather at Annual Golf Outing 
Proceeds Provide Need-Based Aid

 It’s about more than golf. It’s 
a family-friendly outing.  

There is something for everyone—
even if you’re not interested in golf. 

We had a great time.

Allegro
Al’s Tavern
Alto Markets
Bentzel’s Pretzels
Blue Knob Auto
CE Wood
Central PA Scholar Fund
Chris Drenning - State Farm
Cobra’s II
Coldwell Banker

Colosseum Salon & Day Spa
Comfort Inn
Courtesy Motors
DelGrosso Foods
Durbin Companies
EADS Group
Ebensburg Country Club
Empire Communications
Empower Business Solutions
Empower3 Center for Health

Family Pizza 
Fiore True Value
Furrer Beverage
Gingrich Insurance
Grandview Meats
Greenwood Pools and Spas
Holiday Pools and Spas
Hoss’s
Imler’s Poultry
Jackie Lund

Jack’s Grub Shack
Jethro’s
Juniata College Bookstore
Kerr Kreations Floral & Gift  
 Shoppe
Knights of Columbus
Luciano Auto Body &  
 Detailing
M&T Bank
Martin’s Food Store

Mike Crownover - State Farm
Mike’s Court
Nardo’s Café
New Pig Corp.
NPC, Inc.
Operation Our Town
Pacifico’s Bakery
Pal Mino’s
Park Hills Country Club
Park Home

Pepsi
Reed & Sahlaney Orthodontics
Saint Francis College Bookstore
Sam’s Club
Ted Beam for Commissioner
The Building II
Thompson Pharmacy
Wingate by Wyndham Altoona

Innovating for the Future
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Coach James Franklin Speaks at Marauder  
Club Luncheon

The Marauder Club at Bishop Guilfoyle aims to bring the 
school community, alumni and friends together in support 

of the school’s athletic programs, and, this June, members of 
the Marauder Club had another compelling reason to  
come together. 
 James Franklin, Penn State’s head football coach, took time 
out of his hectic schedule to speak to the approximately 100 
guests at the Marauder Club Spring Luncheon at the Parks Hill 
Country Club. 
 “It was pretty exciting for our group and for BG in 
general to have coach Franklin there,” said Joey Irwin, who 
co-founded the Marauder Club and has helped orchestrate 
past spring luncheons for the group. Previous guest speakers 
have included Penn State basketball coach Pat Chambers and 
former University of Georgia football coach Vince Dooley. 
 “He talked about his program and drew comparisons to 
Bishop Guilfoyle,” continued Irwin. “There was a connection 
to Justin Wheeler, our football coach, because Justin played at 
Penn State. Franklin drew comparisons to Bishop Guilfoyle’s 
recent success and Penn State’s resurgence in college football. 
He had nothing but high praise for our school.” 
 The spring luncheon was the third and final club social 
event of the 2017-18 school year. However,  the Marauder 
Club returned in October to host the John Conlon Tailgate, as 
well as a fall basketball social. 

 In addition to featuring an inspirational guest speaker, the 
spring luncheon provides an opportunity for club members 
to connect, socialize and look back on the year in athletics at 
Bishop Guilfoyle, with an annual recap provided by athletic 
director Mike Cacciotti. 
 “The Marauder Club is so much more than just a financial 
benefit for our athletic department,” said Irwin. “It provides 

opportunities for people to get together; it’s the best way to 
keep up with everything that’s going on in athletics and to 
rekindle friendships or make new ones.” 
 For Kathryn Benzel, the second co-founder of the 
Marauder Club, the group has been an integral part of her 
life for the past several years. While she’ll remain active as a 
member in the club, the spring luncheon marked Benzel’s final 
event as the club co-chair. 
 “At the time that we were starting this there was a room 
above the gymnasium that had just been completed,” reflected 
Benzel. “We thought, wouldn’t it be cool if we started a booster 
club, and we have some events up there? We could do some 
things at football games and some things like that.” 
 Benzel and Irwin’s vision came to fruition, and, today, the 
Marauder Club has expanded well outside of the room above 
the gymnasium and offers membership at anywhere from the 
$100 to $5,000 level. 
 “We spent a lot of time working on those events,” said 
Benzel. “I’ve really enjoyed being a part of the Marauder Club. 
My kids went to school at Bishop Guilfoyle, so any way that I 
can raise money or do things for the school is great. It’s been a 
lot of fun.” 
 The Marauder Club extends special thanks to Benzel for all 
of her work over the years!
 To learn more about getting involved in the Marauder Club 
and attending this year’s events, please visit  
www.bishopguilfoyle.org/index.php?page=marauder-club.   

 Franklin drew comparisons 
 to Bishop Guilfoyle’s recent  

success and Penn State’s  
resurgence in college football. 

He had nothing but high praise 
for our school.

Franklin spoke to the Marauder Club
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Students Travel the World with BG

Next summer, Bishop Guilfoyle will be sending students 
out into the world, quite literally. 

 With three international trips planned, students will have 
the once-in-a-lifetime chance to visit Italy, France or China. 
The opportunity to study abroad is usually a special experience 
for college students—and an even rarer experience for 
students in high school. BG is in a unique position, as few high 
schools are equipped to send their students into the world to 
experience other languages, cultures and activities. 

Students say ‘Bonjour’ to New Experiences
 Bishop Guilfoyle’s travel initiative started with the study 
abroad program through Saint Francis University. Each 
summer, the program allows students to experience 10 days 
in France in a structured atmosphere. Students receive school 
credit for the experience and spend their days experiencing 
French culture, architecture and outdoor activities such as 
hiking and kayaking. 
 In fall 2016, Diane Hayes joined the BG staff and began to 
grow the travel program to incorporate other locations as well. 

The following summer, she started by expanding the trip to 
France into the neighboring country of Spain. 

 The Spain trip, led by Hayes, was a great success enjoyed 
by seven total travelers—four students and three adults. 
They started in Málaga in the southern tip of Spain and 
traveled north for 11 days, stopping to visit some of the 
nation’s most interesting sites. Students visited a Moroccan 
tea house, an olive farm and the Plaza de Toros, Madrid’s 
famous bullfighting ring. Students also experienced Spanish 
culture, including an authentic flamenco dance in Seville. 
They visited a mosque-turned-Catholic church in Córdoba, 
the Plaza Mayor in Madrid and eventually made their way to 
Barcelona—a unique city with its own language and culture.

 Travel really gives students 
something the classroom can’t. 

It opens their eyes and makes 
them feel connected to the 

world.

Students traveled to France last summer with Saint Francis 
University

Students relax in Parc Güell in Barcelona during their trip  
to Spain
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 “Travel really gives students 
something the classroom can’t,” Hayes 
says. “It opens their eyes and makes 
them feel connected to the world.” 

Making Global 
Connections
 In a world that emphasizes 
such global connectivity, travel is 
especially valuable. 
 Yang Liu, director of enrollment 
management and international 
programs at BG, has a passion 
for exposing students to other 
cultures and languages. She hopes 
to help students develop a greater 

appreciation of the world around them. 
 Liu has the privilege of leading a trip to China next 
summer. Her career has always involved international 
education including teaching Chinese and English as a Second 
Language, (ESL), and teaching at boarding schools abroad 
before moving to the Altoona area and finding BG. She started 
teaching at BG five years ago with an emphasis on domestic 
and international enrollment, and she has recently shifted to 
focus solely on the international program. This is an indication 
of great things ahead for BG. 

 Liu will be accompanied by Anna Shrift, BG’s ESL and 
art teacher, on the trip to China. Their group will be led by a 
private tour guide for 11 days and the trip will be customized 
for the students. It is an incredible opportunity to make the 
trip their own. Liu will be working with the private guide to 
build the itinerary and she is eager to share her experience and 
culture with the students who participate. 
 Six individuals need to sign up to make the trip happen 
and it is open to both students and parents. Those who sign 
up will be fully prepared by multiple orientations prior to the 
trip. Participants can expect to experience Chinese culture, 
language and more. Liu is planning a visit to the Great Wall of 
China, a viewing of the morning flag raising in Beijing Park, 

bicycle riding in 
the traditional 
alleyways of 
Beijing and a 
visit to Shanghai. 
Their last day will 
include a visit to 
an orphanage in 
Shanghai. 
 “I want every 
student to leave 
the experience 
with a broad view 
of the world and 
appreciation of 
other cultures,” 
Liu says. 
She knows first-
hand the value of 
studying abroad, 
having come to 

the United States 
from China to obtain her master’s degree. Liu began learning 
English at a very young age and appreciates the value of a 
second language. Her name, which can be translated to mean 
“going abroad,” demonstrates how much her family values 
international experiences. 
  I want every student to 

leave the experience with a 
broad view of the world and 

appreciation of other cultures.

Yang Liu, Director of 
Enrollment Manage-
ment and Internation-
al Programs at BG.

Students pose in Barcelona

Students absorb Spanish culture
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“It’s part of my passion,” Liu says. “[Sharing] my specific 
experience and knowledge about China is a perfect fit for me. 
It’s something I can contribute to BG and BG students.” 
 Liu’s goal is to help the students at BG learn more about the 
world. She believes knowledge and appreciation of other cultures 
is very valuable and knows there is no better way to gain it than 
through experience. In turn, this experience allows students to 
appreciate what they love about their own culture as well. 
 The China trip is open to grades 7 through 12 and each 
student will earn three high school credits. The course will 
appear as a study abroad course on their transcript, much like 
the France trip. 
 Students going to Italy are given the option of pursing 
a project for either high school or college credit. Hayes 
encourages this. It helps give the students a specific focus and 
reason to ask questions throughout the trip. 
 All of the international trips have the potential to 
fundamentally change a student’s life perspective and, thus 
far, have succeeded in doing so. One student described the 

experience as “altering their outlook on the world.” Each travel 
opportunity is a life-changing experience for the students who 
participate, an experience that will continue to be of value in 
their lives now and in the future. 

 In addition to these international 
trips, BG offers domestic travel 
opportunities as well. There will be a 
trip to Yellowstone National Park in 
March 2019, an annual trip taken to 
the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

through the Pre-Med Club and various trips for Model UN. 
 “In addition to the significant life experience of traveling 
to other countries and across the United States, this academic 
and cultural experience gives our students a competitive edge,” 
says BG Principal Joan Donnelly. “Bishop Guilfoyle strives 
to provide educational opportunities and experiences to our 
students that go beyond the brick and mortar of a classroom 
or school building.” 
 Experiences like these put the students ahead of their 
peers in college and beyond. By having an appreciation for 
other cultures, students are better able to integrate a global 
mindset into their thinking and experience. The study abroad 
program fits well into the BG’s mission “to prepare young men 
and women for rewarding and productive lives in our global 
society.”  

 Each travel opportunity is 
a life-changing experience for 

the students who participate, an 
experience that will continue to 

be of value in their lives now and 
in the future. 

 This academic and cultural 
experience gives our students a 

competitive edge.

Students visited some of Spain’s most unique sites

Travel gives BG students a competitive edge
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Popular Pre-AP Program Yielding  
Student Success

Four years ago, Bishop Guilfoyle opened its doors to seventh 
and eighth graders for the first time. The students formed 

the inaugural class of BG’s Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) 
Preparatory Program. BG began the program in response to 
the many parents and gifted students who were searching for 
accelerated programs for middle school students. 
 BG’s program is the first of its kind in the Altoona area. 
The Pre-AP program offers classes that move at a quicker than 
usual pace, cover material in greater depth and meet the needs 
of students who feel limited by the traditional classroom.   
 BG principal Joan Donnelly discovered that parents seeking 
this type of experience for their child would often elect to send 

their students to a private boarding school, as there were no 
accelerated options available at area schools. And so, in 2015, 
the Bishop Guilfoyle Pre-AP Program was born.  

A Unique Opportunity
 The Pre-AP Program is offered in seventh and eighth 
grades, accepting students from both public and private 
schools. However, the benefits of the program do not end 
when the student leaves eighth grade.  
 “The essence of this program is that it is not a two-year 
program that is forgotten by the staff or students after eighth 
grade,” explained program facilitator, Katrina Brown, who 

The inaugural class of Pre-AP students
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 The Pre-AP program really 
helped prepare me academically 
because it helped me handle my 

workload now and push me to be 
one of the top students in the class.

 Because of the Pre-AP 
program, I was able to do all the 

things I love in my life while also 
pursuing further rigor in my 

academic career.

came to Bishop Guilfoyle with six years of experience in 
private schools and 28 years of experience in public education. 
“The program grows with the students as upperclassmen in 
opening up multiple opportunities that correlate to student 
interests and academic potential.” 
 In its inaugural year, the program accepted five students: 
Glenn Bartkowiak, Olivia Butler, Julia Cacciotti, Giana 
Georgiana and Amelia Morning. 
 “Before I qualified for the program, I had been in four 
previous schools simply wandering through the grades,” said 
Bartkowiak. “This program gave me people to connect to, 
as it has been the longest I’ve spent in any single school. In 
addition, it helped me push my education because I had a 
better connection to the teachers I had during my time here. 
 The time I spent in the Pre-AP program gave me the extra 
time needed for me to emotionally connect with others to 
unlock my full potential,” continued Bartkowiak. “As a result, 
I’ve been able to excel at Bishop Guilfoyle with the help of the 
Pre-AP program.” 

Long-Lasting Benefits
 Today, Bartkowiak and all the other original students are in 
their junior year at BG and continue to see the benefits of the 
Pre-AP Program.  

 “The Pre-AP program really helped prepare me 
academically because it helped me handle my workload now 
and pushed me to be one of the top students in the class,” 
explained Morning. “In my freshman year I was only able to 
take one AP class, and in sophomore year I took three AP 
classes. Now that I am a junior, I took it upon myself to take 

four AP classes along with all of the extracurricular activities I 
am involved in. Because of the Pre-AP program, I was able to 
do all the things I love in my life while also pursuing further 
rigor in my academic career.” 

 Butler, who also had the opportunity to study abroad in 
Spain and France through Bishop Guilfoyle and Saint Francis 
University, echoed Morning’s sentiments. “I thoroughly 
enjoyed the Pre-AP Program because it helped me in many 
more ways than just academics. I have the opportunity to 
participate in many experiences, both in and outside the 
school. I have been in multiple Advanced Placement college 
classes, including a class that’s new to the school, AP Capstone. 
I have traveled and had the opportunity to study abroad over 
the past two summers. I grew so much as a person and as an 
individual since I began my educational journey at BG in 2015 
as an eighth grader.” 

A Growing Program
 This year, five seventh graders and 14 eight graders are 
enrolled in the program dedicated to providing a rigorous 
learning environment that fosters educational growth on 
multiple levels. 
 To learn more about the Pre-AP Preparatory Program, visit 
www.bishopguilfoyle.org.   

Each year, students welcome incoming Pre-AP students to BG

 I grew so much as a person 
and as an individual since I 

began my educational journey at 
BG in 2015 as an eighth grader.



10  /  bishopguilfoyle.org  /  FALL 2018

Grounded in Community

What Success Looks Like

100%
100% of the class of 2018 

participated in athletic 
programs, arts programs, 

school clubs or service 
projects

100%
100% of seniors 
who applied for 
admission to 
post-secondary 
institutions 
have been 
accepted

84%
84% of the Class of 2018 

achieved cumulative grade 
point averages that met or 

exceeded the academic criteria 
set by the Constitution of the 

National Honor Society

74%74% of graduating seniors earned 
college credits while at BG

20%
20% of senior student athletes 
are moving on to play at the 

collegiate level

81%
81% of 

seniors 
are 

accepted 
at their 1st 

choice college

38% 38% of seniors have been 
offered academic or merit-
based scholarships valued at 

over 3 million dollars

Class of 2018 students enrolled in  
a total of159 Advance Placement classes
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Victoria Byrne Builds a Student-Centered 
Community in Her Classroom

Victoria Byrne has been teaching at Bishop Guilfoyle 
for nearly two decades. What started as a first job and 

potential stepping stone in her teaching career has turned into 
a fruitful and rewarding vocation, and she wouldn’t have it any 
other way.
 “The school is such a community and such a family,”  
Byrne says. 

 Byrne teaches Science, Anatomy 1 and 2, Forensic Science 
and Microbiology. She is also the Pre-Med Club Advisor, 
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science Sponsor, member 
of the Prom Committee, member of the Student Assistance 
Program, Junior/Senior Class Advisor and Middle States  
Co-Coordinator. 

Building a Community at BG
 Byrne’s dedication to the school is not only evident in her 
extensive involvement in student life, but in her personal life as 
well. Though Byrne, who is from Northern Cambria, did not 

graduate from BG, she is appreciative of the opportunities BG 
is offering her children. Byrne has three children of her own: 
two are already at BG and one is in fifth grade at Holy Trinity. 
 “The community and the students and the families and 
the parents, it’s something I’ve never seen anywhere else,” 
Byrne says. “It’s important to me for my kids to be here and 
experience it.”

 The school is such a 
community and such a family.

Victoria Byrne

Byrne is creating observers and thinkers in her classroom
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Student-Centered Teaching
 While BG has always offered a solid education, the school 
strives to be forward-thinking and adapt in any way that will 
benefit the students’ educations. Byrne notes that her teaching 
method has changed tremendously in the last few years. What 
used to be a class based on a standard lecture, assignments and 
exams has become a very different learning experience.
 “As a whole, [teachers at BG are] moving away from that,” 
Byrne says. “It’s more student-centered, and [teachers] become 
the facilitator.”
 This approach is put into practice in many different ways 
in and outside the classroom.  Inside the classroom, you might 
find a crime scene set up in Byrne’s forensic science class, a 
physician teaching students how to do sutures or a student-led 
discussion on how the photosynthesis process could be used 
to solve hunger. Outside the classroom, students are given the 
opportunity to experience lessons in the real world. 

 In Byrne’s anatomy classes, students go to the cadaver lab 
at Saint Francis University and students in the Pre-Med Club 
go to the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Her microbiology 
students travel to a lab. These are real-world experiences that 
allow students to apply their classroom knowledge, determine 
if they like it and whether or not they will choose to study the 
subject further in college. 
 “It boils down to not just giving students the information,” 
Byrne says. “If they have to think about it and find it and learn 
it, and you just guide them, they’re definitely going to have 
better retention.”

Creating Observers and Thinkers
 Lectures are still necessary, but Byrne makes them a two-
way discussion led by open-ended questions, both asked and 
answered by students. She allows students to ask and answer 
each other’s questions and steers the discussion in a way that 
often leads them to engage more deeply with the material. If 
there are questions she doesn’t know the answers to, they look 
them up together. 
 “Our goal is to create observers and thinkers,” she says. 
“Those are the skills they’re going to need when they leave here.” 
 This is something the school implements for its teachers 

as well. Instead of bringing in outside presenters, the teachers 
lead their own in-service days. 
 “We are learning from each other in the same manner that 
we are expecting our students to learn,” Byrne says. “At the end 
of each in-service we sit in a circle and discuss what we have 
learned and where we want to go with our new information.”
 For students, this approach means they can be graded on 
the learning, thinking, process and connections they make, 
rather than just memorizing the correct answer. 
 Byrne’s favorite part of her job is experiencing things with 
students, especially outside of the classroom. She finds it especially 
rewarding to watch a student process a lesson and decide the 
subject is something they are interested in further pursuing.
 “It’s rewarding to be a part of that—helping them see what 
they were meant to do.”   

Students study anatomy in Byrne’s classroom

 Outside the classroom, 
students are given the 

opportunity to experience 
lessons in the real world.
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Wellness at the Forefront:  
New App Helps Students Live Their Best Lives

Bishop Guilfoyle strives for excellence in every area  
of education, including physical education and health classes. 

The latest development in physical and health education at BG is 
giving students the opportunity to personalize their health and 
meet their individual fitness goals.

Gaining Skills for a Healthy Life
 Assistant principal and athletic director Michael Cacciotti 
and new physical education instructor Mark Mielnik say 
that physical education classes no longer revolve around the 
dodgeball games of yesteryear; instead, at BG, these classes are 
about building the skill set needed to live a healthy life. 
 Cacciotti stresses the importance of physical education, 
health and wellness in the lives of students. He says these 
aspects of their education will impact students while they 
attend BG and long after they graduate.
 Mielnik is working to create a community environment in 
the gym and the classroom that exposes students to various 
aspects of health and fitness while they support each other in 
their fitness goals. He says that the sense of community plays  
a vital role in students’ meeting their personal health and 
fitness goals.
 BG also introduced a new app called Team Builder to help 
students develop a healthy lifestyle and take accountability 
for their own health and wellbeing. The Team Builder app 
allows students to build their own health and fitness plans 
customized to their specific focus. They can also have a plan 
built for them by their physical education teacher, Mr. Mielnik, 
or an athletic coach. This approach ensures that every student 
is getting the most out of their health and fitness education 
while reaching their individual goals.  

New Technology Allows Students to  
See Success
 Mielnik recognizes that fitness is personal. His classes are 
about having a plan to live a healthy life and seeing the path to 
success, which is exactly what the Team Builder app provides. 
Mielnik emphasizes that, because the app can have meal plans 
and workouts programmed into it, it allows students to take 
measurable steps toward their goals, monitor their progress and 
develop a clear path to success. Mielnik has found that students 
who have a plan to stay on track are much more likely to succeed. 
 Since between 85 to 90 percent of BG students are involved 

in athletics, the student body is highly motivated to meet their 
fitness goals. Having the guidance of a coach is also an asset to 
student athletes when they set personal fitness goals.

 For those who are not involved in athletics, the app 
encourages them to find ways to exercise that work for them, 
all while being supported by the physical education team at 
BG. Mielnik will be able to access the fitness and meal plans 
for all students, which means he will be able to guide and 
encourage them as they explore their health. 
 “[Physical education classes] are part of a lifelong 
commitment to their health,” says Cacciotti. “That’s what we 
want them to understand.”

Students Take Accountability for Their Health
 Mielnik believes that teaching students to take 
accountability for their own health, through tools like Team 
Builder, will help them develop and stick with a fitness plan 
after they leave BG. Mielnik hopes to teach students more than 
simple facts about health and fitness; he hopes to give them 
the practical tools to take care of themselves as adults. 
 “Health is forever. You can’t quit it,” says Mielnik. 
 All students will have goals that evolve throughout their 
time at BG and the app will be able to grow with them. 
Because it will also be available to staff, everyone at BG will be 
able to support one another in reaching fitness goals.  Mielnik 
hopes that his classes inspire all of his students to live their 
best lives and teach them something about themselves as part 
of the process. 
 “Find you,” Mielnik says. “Find what you enjoy.”    

 Physical education 
classes are part of a lifelong 
commitment to their health. 
That’s what we want them to 

understand.

Everyone at BG will be able 
to support one another in 

reaching fitness goals.
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Gym Floor Gets a Facelift
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For 25 years, maintenance supervisor Daniel Stitt has been 
responsible for refurbishing the gymnasium floor, which 

involves screening and re-painting it annually. However, after 
two and a half decades of wear and tear, the floor needed more 
than just a fresh coat of paint. 
 “It was getting to a point where we were getting too much 
of a buildup of polyurethane and paint, so it started to peel,” 
explained Stitt. “The floor was getting slippery, and you run 
the risk of the floor itself starting to break down. I brought it 
to the school’s attention that we were going to need to [repair 
it] sooner rather than later.” 
 Recognizing the importance of maintaining the floor as 
a safe and functional surface, this summer Bishop Guilfoyle 
invested $25,000 in a complete refurbishment of the gym floor. 
As part of the refurbishment process, the floor was taken back 
down to the bare wood and given an entirely fresh, new finish. 
 “It’s about a two-week process to take [the polyurethane and 
paint] off in layers down to the bare wood and then apply two 

coats of finish,” said Stitt. “Then they put the paint on top of the 
finish, and then they put a clear coat on it to finish it off.” 
 In addition to addressing concerns over the functionality 
of the gym floor, the complete refurbishment included the 
updating of the logo and the color scheme used on the floor, as 
both had evolved over the last quarter of a century. 

 With a fresh, modern design, students, athletes and specta-
tors alike are already enjoying a gym that looks brand new!    

With a fresh, modern 
design, students, athletes 

and spectators alike are 
already enjoying a gym that 

looks brand new!

Weight Room Gets an Upgrade
Thanks to a generous donation from Anthony and Nora 

Misitano, BG has been able to upgrade the athletic 
weight room! The dedication and support of community 
members like the Misitanos is BG’s greatest blessing.    
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Students enjoy a revitalized gym floor

The Gym floor after the renovationThe Gym floor before the renovation
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Lessons That Last 
A Lifetime... Inside 
and Outside The 
Classroom
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BG is not just 
a school... it’s a 

family!

Innovating for the Future
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74 percent of BG’s Class of 2018 graduated with college credits!
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85 - 90 percent of 
students participate in  

a sport!
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Meet BG’s Trustees: 
Scott Durbin

Scott Durbin, member of the Bishop Guilfoyle Board of 
Trustees and leader of a successful construction company, 

has volunteerism in his blood. 

Giving Back to the Community
 Durbin’s dedication to community 
service dates back to the 1970s, 
when he used his carpentry skills 
to help build the stage for the Miss 
Pennsylvania Pageant, hosted in 
Altoona. Volunteering at the pageant 
was a family affair and part of a bigger 
picture of service that was engrained in 
Durbin from a young age.
 “It’s something that’s in our blood 
in the Durbin Family,” he says. 
“Community is very important.”

 Durbin says not a week goes by when he doesn’t see 
someone who was involved in the pageant, even 20 years after 
the fact. It was the beginning of a community network that he 
has built through years of diligent work and service. 

 Another part of that network stems from his involvement 
with the advisory board of the Greater Altoona Career and 
Technology Center, his past presidency of Blair/Bedford 
Builders Association and his lifetime membership of its 
counterpart, the State Board of Pennsylvania Builders 
Association. Durbin is dedicated to making an impact on the 
local community, and his two daughters are growing up with 
the same dedication to community and volunteerism. 
 Prompted by a grandmother’s wishes, Durbin and his wife, 
Lisa, considered the benefits of parochial schooling for their 
girls from a young age. Angela, a BG freshman, and Elena, a 

 It’s something that’s in 
our blood in the Durbin Family. 
Community is very important.

Scott Durbin

• In your name, or in honor/memory 
of a loved one

• For more information, contact  
the Development Office at  
814-944-3987

Annual Named Scholarship
• Increments of $500, $750, or $1,000 

annually
• Three-year minimum commitment

Endowed Named Scholarship
• One-time gift of $10,000 or more
• Invested to grow with inflation and 

to generate additional scholarships
• Designed to last in perpetuity

Named 
Scholarships 
Impact a Child’s  
Future
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BG junior, attended Altoona Central Catholic School 
(ACCS), now known as Holy Trinity, before their 
time at BG. Angela and Elena’s Catholic education has 
reinforced their Christian responsibility to serve others 
and the importance of community service. 

 When ACCS became Holy Trinity, Durbin was eager 
to be of service to the school during its transition. He was 
heavily involved in the committee that was striving to 
improve the Catholic elementary school experience, and 
he believes they achieved that goal. When coupled with 
his involvement in constructing the international dorms 
for BG students in downtown Altoona, it’s no wonder he 
caught the attention of the BG Board of Trustees.
 “I want to offer anything I can to help the school 
move forward,” Durbin says. 

Setting Students Up for Success
 As a member of the Board of Trustees, Durbin 
recognizes the importance of his role in encouraging 
and promoting a strong endowment fund and increasing 
giving to the school to ensure that the tuition remains at a 
reasonable cost for anyone who wants to attend BG. One 
of the board’s goals is to grow enrollment, and that will be 
correlated to keeping quality Catholic education affordable. 
 “We don’t want anyone to be turned away,” he says. 
While his children’s education forged his personal 
connection to BG, Durbin hopes to remain involved 
well after his girls graduate. He believes that BG offers a 
one-of-a-kind program that brings value to the Altoona-
area and Blair County through a world-class curriculum 
rooted in Catholic values. Durbin says that it’s important 
for parents to have an exemplary school like BG in their 
community. 
 As for himself, Durbin attended the Carpentry and 
Construction Program at Penn College in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania. He credits his education as a major factor 
in the success of his business, Durbin Companies, 
which began as a family company in 1984. Because of 
his background, Durbin knows that a solid high school 
educational foundation is an excellent launching pad to 

post-secondary education, including trade school. He 
knows that a concrete high school education coupled 
with trade school as a complement sets students up 
well for success. BG offers that foundation, making it 
especially relevant to Durbin personally.
 Durbin references BG’s technology program, 
including the school’s iPad program, as one of the ways 
the school is at the forefront of education in Altoona. 
He says that the school’s emphasis on technology is 
setting students up for success in their post-secondary 
educations and in their future careers. 

BG Becomes a Family Tradition
 “I believe we’re paving the road on great education,”  
Durbin says. 
 He knows from personal experience that BG’s 
methods work. Most recently, as his younger daughter 
entered high school, he noticed her ability to take the 
transition in stride. He credits her easy transition to BG’s 
intentionality in integrating the middle school students 
into various aspects of the high school program. Because 
of the seventh- and eighth-grade programs that allow 
middle school students to get familiar with the high 
school and be involved both academically and socially, 
there is a comfort level for freshman that makes the 
transition to high school less of a shock. 

 In addition to the family emphasis on community 
service, the Durbin family tries to reserve Sunday 
dinners for family and friends. They frequent Raystown 
Lake for boating when the weather is nice. Once 
Pennsylvania’s winter arrives, they switch to skiing. 
 Durbin jokes that he was “pretty backward” in 
athletics, which is why he was “always tearing something 
apart and putting it back together.” Nonetheless, he 
enjoys watching his daughters’ various sporting events in 
basketball, tennis and track. He has another four years to 
watch his youngest daughter complete her education at 
BG, but hopes to have many more years on the Board of 
Trustees.   

 I want to offer anything 
I can to help the school move 

forward.

 I believe we’re paving the 
road on great education.
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Meet BG’s Trustees: John F. “Jay” Ruggery 

John F. Ruggery, known to many as Jay, is one of the 
most recent additions to Bishop Guilfoyle’s Board 

of Trustees, with only a few meetings under his belt. 
Ruggery, who is also a 1986 BG alum, has co-owned 
Spherion Staffing as president and CEO with his 
brother, Don Jr. for the past 17 years. Together, they 
operate 13 offices in 39 counties in Pennsylvania and 
employ an average 1,500 employees. 
 When asked by the other BG trustees what he was 
interested in working on, his response was that he 
would like to wait and see where the needs exist.

 “I’m just learning right now,” Ruggery says, citing 
the importance of taking time to listen and learn so that 
he can share effective ideas. 
 His decision to join the board was a combination 
of personal interest and good timing, but, when asked 
why joining the board was important to him, one thing 
stands out as a motivating factor.
 “Once I had my children, I realized how important 
school and education really is, and how important 
where you send them is,” Ruggery says.
 As a member of the community who understands 
the importance of Catholic schooling, he values the 
opportunity to help BG continue to provide great 
education. 

Lessons Learned at BG Last a Lifetime
 Ruggery has achieved great success professionally 
and worked hard with his father and brother over the 
last 25 years to help grow Spherion into what it is today. 
Now, he is able to contribute to and support the school 
that helped launch him into that future.
 “I give a lot of credit to BG for where I am today,” 
Ruggery says. “It gave us a great foundation.” 
 One of the takeaways from his BG education is 
directly applicable to his work in staffing. 
 “We always had to be presentable,” he says. “It 
sounds so simple, but it is so important.”
 Ruggery sees first-hand the clothes that interviewees 
select, and, sadly, many fall short of the professional 
attire required to land a job. Simply being required 
to wear a jacket and tie taught Ruggery more than he 
realized about the work force. When coupled with 
things like hard work and being prompt and respectful, 
BG graduates are ahead of the curve when it comes to 
beginning their careers. 

Providing Quality Education for  
Future Generations
 Ruggery knows that it’s important to give future 
generations of students those advantages, and he has 
high hopes and expectations for BG including increased 
enrollment and maintaining the excellent graduation 
rate. As the leader of a company like Spherion, he is 
especially interested in seeing BG produce employable 
graduates who have skills that are needed in the 
community. 
 Ruggery believes that BG offers a valuable 
alternative for people looking for faith-based education 
with great structure. He adds BG’s superb curriculum 
and dual enrollment classes are not readily available at 
other schools. 
 In his free time, Ruggery is a dedicated athlete; 
his hobbies include biking, swimming, lifting and 
yoga. Ruggery was also a runner prior to a hip injury 
in early 2018, which left him cheering his family on 
from the sidelines at the local Angie Gioiosa 4th of 

 I give a lot of credit to 
BG for where I am today.

 Once I had my children, 
I realized how important 

school and education really 
is, and how important where 

you send them is.
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July Memorial Race in Altoona. The 
race is a tradition for the Ruggery 
family; one that Ruggery hopes to 
participate in again in 2019. 
 Ruggery’s wife, Regina, not only 
made it to the starting line of the 
race, but finished as the third female 
overall in the 15K. She graduated 
from BG as Regina Myers in 1992, 
then went on to continue her 
education at Saint Francis University, 
graduating as an orthopedic 
physician’s assistant. Regina currently 
stays home with their four sons—
Luke, Kyle, Kurt and Troy. 
 The eldest three Ruggery boys 
are living their own BG experience 
—Luke, 17; Kyle, 15; and Kurt, 12, 
are all in the same school. Kurt just 
entered seventh grade at BG and is 
transitioning well. 
 “He loves it,” Ruggery says. “It’s 
organized. It’s structured. And of course, the food. 
They’re boys—they all love the food.” 
The youngest, Troy, is 10-years-old and attending Holy 
Trinity in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. 
 In addition to their family tradition of running, the 

Ruggerys attend church every Sunday as part of Saint 
Michael’s Parish in Hollidaysburg. They go out to dinner 
afterward and continue the family dinners throughout 
the week. Ruggery looks forward to contributing to the 
BG Board of Trustees during his tenure and pursuing 
additional service opportunities with his family.   

Don Ruggery Sr., Jay Ruggery and other Spherion staffers present a donation 
to Sister Paula DelGrosso (center) of the St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen. 
Photo courtesy of Spherion Staffing Services employees 
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Joan Lozinak may have graduated from Bishop 
Guilfoyle in 1959, but in the nearly 60 years since 

then, she has never really left—or at least her positive 
impact hasn’t. 

A Lifetime of Success
 Four years after graduating from Bishop Guilfoyle, 
Lozinak (née Bettwy) married fellow Altoona native 
Bob Lozinak, and, a few years later, Bob and Joan 
took a chance on opening a franchise of a then only 
15-year-old fast-food chain: McDonald’s. The couple 
opened their first restaurant in Aberdeen, Maryland, 
and, over time and through years of hard work and 
dedication, they ultimately expanded to eight loca-
tions. 
 The success of their franchises allowed them to 
start thinking about dedicating time and resources to 
their passions: namely baseball and Bishop Guilfoyle.  

 In 1999, the Lozinaks brought professional baseball 
to Altoona with the creation of the Double-A team 
affiliated with the Pittsburgh Pirates, the Altoona 
Curve. The couple owned their hometown team from 
1999 to 2001 and reacquired it in 2008. Today, the 
couple and their three sons, David, Steve and Mike, 
remain involved in the team. In 2016, the couple was 
inducted into the Blair County Sports Hall of Fame 
for their role in bringing baseball to Altoona. They are 
among the few minor league baseball owners to have 
received the John H. Johnson Trophy on more than 
one occasion, an award that is given each year to the 

top franchise in minor league baseball. 
 However, Joan has always managed to take time 
out of her busy life for Bishop Guilfoyle, the school 
where she received her start and laid the strong 
foundations for success throughout the rest of her life. 
Through the years, she has remained heavily involved 
in the school as a generous donor and as a highly-val-
ued member of the Board of Trustees, playing a role in 
the long-term planning, policy development, capital 
improvements, alumni relations and more. 

Continuing to Shape Young Lives
 “I give because Catholic education enhances the 
moral fiber of society,” Lozinak said previously. “I am 
grateful for the education I received at BG; I hope to 
see it continue to shape young lives academically and 
morally.” 
 After several years of service to the board of trust-
ees, Lozinak, who presently resides in Churchville, 
Maryland, is now an outgoing member of the board. 
The Bishop Guilfoyle community wishes to thank her 
for her ongoing dedication to the advancement of the 
school and the future of Bishop Guilfoyle.    

Joan Lozinak Helps Bishop Guilfoyle Hit the 
Ball Out of the Park 

Joan Lozinak and husband Bob

 I am grateful for the 
education I received at BG; 

I hope to see it continue 
to shape young lives 

academically and morally.
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The Board of Trustees: Believing in and 
Shaping the Future of BG 

Bishop Guilfoyle’s 18 board members have varied 
backgrounds, careers, and reasons for being a part 

the BG community, but they all share one goal: making 
sure BG is able to not only survive but continue to 
thrive for future generations. 
 Building Community at BG
 “Being on the board has 
been very rewarding,” said 
Kathryn Benzel, who, in 
addition to serving on the 
board, helped co-found the 
Marauder Club to raise money 
for BG athletics. “I’m very 
proud of how far our school 
has come—from where they 
were to where they are now. 
Getting to be a part of bringing our school to the level 
that it is at now is what’s so rewarding.” 

 While not a Bishop Guilfoyle graduate herself, 
stepping up to serve on the BG board made sense for 
Benzel, as she has considered herself to be part of the 

school family ever since her two children attended BG. 

 “I believe in the BG family,” said Benzel, whose 
children have now graduated and attend Saint Francis 
University. “I believe in the education. I believe in the 
whole process of everything that’s happening there. 
We are not Catholic, but we chose to send our kids to a 
Catholic school. I believe in it; I believe in what they’re 
doing there. From day one, we were included just like 
we were part of the family. Now, I want to give back.

 “I care about the school; I care about the people that 
are there, and obviously I care about the kids that are 
there,” continued Benzel. 

Looking Toward the Future
 Each of the board members is dedicated to 
continuing to provide the best possible educational 
experience to students in Altoona and to helping shape 
Bishop Guilfoyle for years to come.   
 “It’s about building your future, isn’t it? We continue 
to build our future with the kids that are there, and the 
future looks bright,” concluded Benzel.    

 I believe in the BG family.”

 The future looks bright.”
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Mary Louise Butler Retires After 26 Years  
in the Athletic Office 

For the last 26 years, 
all Bishop Guilfoyle 

Athletics games, matches 
and meets were made 
possible by one woman: 
Mary Louise Butler. 
 Among Butler’s many 
responsibilities as the 
school’s longstanding 
athletic office coordinator, 
she arranged team 
transportation for away 
games and made sure the 
proper officials and referees 
were present at home games.
 “I loved working with the kids and the faculty and 
the administration; it was a great administration,” said 
Butler. “I love the family atmosphere and the strong 
tradition at Bishop Guilfoyle.” 

Saying Goodbye to Mary Louise Butler
 However, for the first time in 26 years, Butler did not 
return to the athletic office for the start of the school 
year. Butler retired last year, after decades of hard work 
and service to BG. All BG faculty, staff and students are 
grateful for Butler’s dedication to the athletic program. 
 “Some of my favorite moments were the three state 
championship football games—all of the sport state 
championships really,” said Butler, reflecting on her 
time at BG. 

 As she begins retirement, Butler is looking forward 
to spending more time with her husband, her four 
children her 11 grandchildren—ranging in age from 
three months to 17 years—and her 96-year-old mother, 
Mary Louise Ball. 
 While Butler will be greatly missed, the BG 
community is also pleased to welcome—or welcome 
back—one of its own, Denise Fox. 

Welcoming Denise Fox
 Fox, a 1989 BG graduate, stepped 
into the role of athletic office 
coordinator this year and is quickly 
becoming acclimated. 
 “There’s a lot to learn, but it’s 
becoming more familiar,” said Fox. 
“[Athletic Director] Mike Cacciotti 
said when I first got there, ‘you can’t 
learn this in a couple weeks or even a 
couple months, you have to live it for a while.’ So that’s 
what I’m doing. I’m taking it day by day and sports 
season by sports season, and it’s going well so far.” 
 In addition to graduating from Bishop Guilfoyle, 
Fox met her husband at BG, and their three children 
have all attended or will attend the school. 
 “My oldest graduated from BG in 2015, my middle 
child is at BG now as a junior and my youngest child 
will be here next year,” said Fox. “BG is very familiar so 
that’s why I was so happy to be here again. 

 “It’s the personal connection that makes it so 
special,” continued Fox. “Once you’re a Marauder, 
you’re always a Marauder. You have that connection, 
and you just want to stay involved in it. That’s why  
my kids go here. That’s why I’m glad to be working  
here now.”   

 I loved working with the 
kids and the faculty and the 

administration; it was a great 
administration. I love the family 

atmosphere and the strong 
tradition at Bishop Guilfoyle.

Mary Louise Butler

 Once you’re a 
Marauder, you’re always a 

Marauder.
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BG Students Use their Talents 
to Create Cafeteria Murals 

Class of 2019 BG students Michael 
Johnson, Ellie Stitt and Victoria 

McElheny put their artistic talents to 
good use when they created a series 
of new murals for BG’s cafeteria. 
The beautiful murals celebrate the 
accomplishments of BG’s students. 
We’re blessed to have such talented 
members of the BG family!    

Student will 
Make an 
Impact with 
Girl Scout 
Project

For her Girl Scout Gold Award 
project, to demonstrate 

extraordinary leadership and earn the 
highest achievement in Girl Scouting, 
student Julia Cacciotti has chosen to 
beautify the BG campus by building 
a grotto. The grotto will be accessible 
to the community as a place for quiet 
prayer, meditation and reflection. 
 Julia needs your help to fulfill 
her ambitious goal. To learn more 
about Julia’s project or find out 
how you can contribute toward its 
completion, contact the Bishop 
Guilfoyle Business Office at 814-
944-5226.  

Julia Cacciotti
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News from Alumni

Ann Marie (Kutruff) Longwill,  
 Class of 1978 
Ann Marie (Kutruff) Longwill ’78 is 
pictured above with her family. From 
left: Anne Marie (Kutruff) Longwill 
of Altoona, her son Kevin Longwill of 
Erdenheim, her granddaughter Eliza 
Caroline Longwill and her mother 
Regina Kutruff of Altoona.

Class of ’82 graduates (pictured 
above) recently reconnected with 
Joan Donnelly, who taught the class 
of 1982 at the wedding of fellow BG 
alums, Jamey Brumbaugh and Nicole 
Carrieri.

Jordan Michael Wiley ’03 was 
married to Caitlyn Cecilia Anderson 
on August 
25. Jordan is 
pursuing a 
master’s degree 
in public 
administration 
at Penn State, 
Harrisburg.

Nicole Carrieri ’14 and Jamey 
Brumbaugh ’14 were married at 
the Park Hills 
Country Club 
in Altoona on 
July 28. Nicole 
is pursuing 
a degree in 
nursing at 
Saint Francis 
University, 
Loretto. Jamey  
is pursuing a 
degree in biological science and 
psychology at Juniata College, 
Huntingdon.

Joseph Compton ’11 was 
married to Sarah Mohammed of 
Duncansville in July. The wedding 
took place at the Altoona Grand 
Hotel.

Maurie Donnelly ’03 was 
recently married to Rupesh Patel 
of Columbus, Ohio. The couple 
married on 
March 24 at 
the Athletic 
Club of 
Columbus. 
Maurie 
graduated 
from Notre 
Dame in 
2007 with 
a bachelor’s 
degree in 
psychology; in 2010 she graduated 
from Vanderbilt University with 
a doctorate of jurisprudence. She 
is employed at the office of Vorys, 
Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP, in 
Columbus.

Lisa (Lightner) Georgiana 
’85 was the 
featured speaker 
at BG’s Live 
Your Best Life 
Lecture Speaker 
Series event 
on October 
4, which was 
sponsored by the 

alumni association. Lisa is currently 
the director of the Center for Service 
& Learning (CS&L) at Saint Francis 
University in Loretto, Pennsylvania.
 Active in the community, 
Georgiana is an Executive Board 
Member of the Blair County Sports 
Hall of Fame; Vice President of 
the Bishop Guilfoyle Alumni 
Association; Board Member of the 
Carnegie Mellon Tartan Athletics 
Club; and is involved with the Greg 
& Cathy Griffith Family Foundation.

Class Notes 
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 While at BG, Lisa was a starting 
guard on the 1984 State Championship 
Lady Marauder team which was the 
first girls basketball team to win a state 
title in Blair County. She is a member 
of St. Michael the Archangel parish 
where she is a lector and Eucharist 
Minister. She resides in Hollidaysburg 
with her husband John of 23 years who 
is a 1983 graduate of BG. Their son 
Dominic is a 2018 graduate of BG and 
a freshman at St. Vincent College, and 
their daughter Giana is a junior at BG.

BG Alum Runs for Congress
BG alum Dr. John Joyce, a Blair 
County dermatologist, recently became 

the Republican 
nominee to 
represent 
Pennsylvania’s 
13th 
Congressional 
District in 
Washington, D.C.
Portraying himself 
as a political 

outsider, Dr. John Joyce is running to 
replace Rep. Bill Shuster in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.
 Joyce said he was humbled and 
grateful for the support, and made it 
clear that he would work for the voters.
“I want to be the conservative 
representative that stands with President 
(Donald) Trump in November and 
fights for the people of Pennsylvania 13,” 
Joyce remarked.
 Joyce said his wife, Alice, “prayed with 
me, she encouraged me, she saw the ups 
and the downs of this candidacy.”
 “She has been my rock throughout 
this extremely fast-paced endeavor,” 
Joyce said.  

Welcoming the Class of 1953  
Back to BG

The Class of 1953 recently celebrated 
their 65th high school reunion. The BG 
alums gathered on October 6, 2018, 
Homecoming Weekend.

Eric Price ‘15 is 
on the Dean’s List 
at the University 
of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown. 

Sarah MacBlane and Thomas 
Geishauser ’69 exchanged their 

holy vows of 
matrimony 
on July 7 at 
Queen of 
Peace Roman 
Catholic 
church, 
Patton, in a 
traditional 
double-ring 
ceremony 
during 
a Latin 
Rite Mass 
officiated 
by Father 
Ananias 

Buccione, OSB, Monk At St. Vincent 
Archabbey. 
 Parents of the couple are Robert and 
Elizabeth MacBlane of Saltsburg and 
the late Carl and Teresa Geishauser, 
who had lived in Altoona. Serving 
as maid of honor for her mother was 
Nicolette Runzo. Family and friends 
serving as bridesmaids were Rebecca 
MacBlane, Barbara MacBlane, Mary 
Jo Geishauser, Jennifer Geishauser, 
Beverly Chverchko, Trish Antesberger,  
Diane Hayes-Hoag, Shelia Mielnik, 
Sandi Edevane and Helen Hoover. The 
couple’s grandchildren participating 
in the ceremony were Ava and Jenna 
Geishauser as junior bridesmaids, 
Morgan and Mikayla Geishauser as 
flower girls and Conner Runzo  as 
ring bearer. Bill Edevane was best 
man. Family and friends serving as 
groomsmen were Cory Geishauser, 
Bret Geishauser, Bob Geishauser, Joe 
Antesberger, Bob Chverchko, Noah 
Runzo ,Bob MacBlane,  Alan Bochan, 
Mike Hoag, and Bill Mielnik. Both 
retired, the couple decided to spend 
their honeymoon at Hilton Head 
Island In South Carolina.

BG Alums Succeed at Saint  
Francis University
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High 
School would like to congratulate the 
27 alumni students that made the 
provost’s or dean’s list at Saint Francis 
University for the Spring 2018 term. It 
is an honor to know that our alumni 
are succeeding in their secondary 
education and we are proud of the 
number of  students who are attaining 
this tremendous achievement.

Congratulations to Jessica Linn 
Boslet ‘14, who recently graduated 
from Penn State University with a BSN 
in Nursing.  
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Innovating for the Future

Are you a BG alum? 
Let us know what’s been 

going on in your life! Did you 
start a new job, get a promotion, 
get married, have a baby, have a 
grandchild? Keep us in the loop! 
Are you spending retirement 
traveling the world? Send us 
pictures! Maybe your children 
or grandchildren now attend 
BG, and you love sharing your 
Marauder traditions with them. 
Whatever the case may be, 
get in touch. You never know 
when you’ll see your alumni 
update featured in one of our 
publications! 
 Contact Alumni Association 
President Linda Skupien at 
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.

Share Your Story!

Give us insight into your best Bishop Guilfoyle memories and the lasting 
moments that have extended long after graduation. Your responses may be 

featured in an upcoming publication.
 Take a few minutes to share your story by visiting  
www.bgalumninews.com and clicking on “Share Your Story” at the top of 
the page.
 You can also email your updates to Linda Skupien at  
lskupien@bguilfoyle.org.

We’d love to hear about:
• College and career updates
• Multiple-generation Marauders
• Ties to other alumni
• Classes, teachers or activities that made a lasting impact
• Suggestions for the alumni association
• Anything else you’d like to share!

Alumni: We Want to Hear from You

Thank You to the Class of 1967

BG is grateful to The Class of 1967, which recently made a generous donation 
to the school on behalf of their graduating class. The support of BG alums 

and community members is the school’s greatest blessing.
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For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates, as well as ideas for students, staff, 
faculty and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG 

community and share your story! 

Check out our BG Alumni News website at bgalumninews.com!

Change a Life with a Gift

Gifts of cash or appreciated stock
Unrestricted gifts are extremely important to the school and 
enables BG to maintain our policy of admitting all students 
regardless of their ability to pay.  The school meets 100% of 
every family’s demonstrated financial need.  Unrestricted gifts 
also help the school keep tuition low for all families.  
Please consider a gift to BG

Gifts from Retirement Accounts (401(k), IRA, etc) 
Some people are surprised by how high tax rates can be in 
retirement.  Instead of taking a distribution (including your 
required minimum distribution after age 70.5), consider 
gifting it to BG.  Have your plan administrator send it as a 
donation to BG before taking the distribution.  BG receives a 
donation, and you avoid paying income tax.  Plus, your other 
income may be taxed at a lower rate.  
Speak to your retirement plan administrator to arrange for 
your distribution to be paid directly to BG

EITC (Educational Investment Tax Credit) program 
Instead of sending your tax dollars to Harrisburg, send them 
to BG!  The EITC program, from the State of PA, allows you 
to redirect your tax dollars toward BG.  All funds (by law) go 
to scholarships for families below the household income 
threshold.  Widespread participation is the main way we 

insure the ongoing sustainability of the school.  The steps to 
participate are simple:

1. Sign up (contact the school for the 1-page form)
2. Write the donation check
3. Receive a credit on your state taxes for 90% of  
  your donation
4.  Include as an itemized deduction on your  
  Federal income tax return 

Send your tax dollars to BG.  Please contact the school to 
learn more.  Send an email to Joe Adams at jadams@
bguilfoyle.org

Endowed Scholarships:
Donations of over $10,000 can establish an endowed 
scholarship in your name, or in the name of your loved 
one.  Endowments are invested at Wilmington Trust and 
are designed to grow with inflation in perpetuity.  Based on 
investment returns, an amount is awarded to the school each 
year for a scholarship to a student in need of  
financial support.  
Ensure that the memory of you or your loved one lives on 
at BG forever 

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT THE BG COMMUNITY

Gifts from hundreds of alumni and friends each year keep BG alive, thriving and growing.   
Your gifts directly benefit families in need of support.  Giving is easy:
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For future Purple & Gold magazines, we are looking for your alumni updates, as well as ideas for students, staff, 
faculty and activities to spotlight. If interested, email development@bguilfoyle.org. Stay in touch with the BG 

community and share your story! 

“I give because I want to make a difference in our
BG family and surrounding communities!” — Kit Benzel

Ways to Give

Gifts of cash or appreciated stock
Unrestricted gifts are extremely important to the school 
and enables BG to maintain our policy of admitting all 
students regardless of their ability to pay.  The school 
meets 100% of every family’s demonstrated financial 
need.  Unrestricted gifts also help the school keep tuition 
low for all families.  
Please consider a gift to BG

Gifts from Retirement Accounts (401(k), IRA, etc) 
Some people are surprised by how high tax rates can be 
in retirement.  Instead of taking a distribution (including 
your required minimum distribution after age 70.5), 
consider gifting it to BG.  Have your plan administrator 
send it as a donation to BG before taking the distribution.  
BG receives a donation, and you avoid paying income tax.  
Plus, your other income may be taxed at a lower rate.  
Speak to your retirement plan administrator to arrange 
for your distribution to be paid directly to BG

EITC (Educational Investment Tax Credit) program 
Instead of sending your tax dollars to Harrisburg, send 
them to BG!  The EITC program, from the State of PA, 
allows you to redirect your tax dollars toward BG.  All 
funds (by law) go to scholarships for families below the 
household income threshold.  Widespread participation is 

the main way we insure the ongoing sustainability of the 
school.  The steps to participate are simple:

1. Sign up (contact the school for the 1-page form)
2. Write the donation check
3. Receive a credit on your state taxes for 90% of  
  your donation
4.  Include as an itemized deduction on your  
  Federal income tax return 

Send your tax dollars to BG.  Please contact the school to 
learn more.  Send an email to Joe Adams at jadams@
bguilfoyle.org

Endowed Scholarships:
Donations of over $10,000 can establish an endowed 
scholarship in your name, or in the name of your loved 
one.  Endowments are invested at Wilmington Trust and 
are designed to grow with inflation in perpetuity.  Based 
on investment returns, an amount is awarded to the 
school each year for a scholarship to a student in need of  
financial support.  
Ensure that the memory of you or your loved one lives 
on at BG forever 

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT THE BG COMMUNITY

Gifts from hundreds of alumni and friends each year keep BG alive, thriving and growing.   
Your gifts directly benefit families in need of support.  Giving is easy:




